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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. Heb x. 29, 
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Sermon of the late lamented Josepn 
Anpnrvs, who died in Africa, a martyr 
to the benevolent cause of colonizing 
the Free Blacks of our own country, 
and of extending the blessings of 
civilization and Christianity to the na- 
tives of a benighted continent. 


Psacm lxxx. 14. 
Return, we beseech thee, O God of 
Hosts: look down from Heaven, 
and behold, and visit this vine. 


This Psalm, it is generally a- 
greed, was written during the Ba- 
bylonish captivity. The vine, 
which the Almighty had brought 
out of Egypt, was broken down and 
destroyed by the idolatrous hea- 
then. Wearied by repeated, yet 
ineffectual admonitions, and pro- 
voked by a constant repetition of 
the most aggravated crimes, God 
rejected his chosen people, Israel, 
and delivered them to the hand of 
the destroyer. Jerusalem, the glo- 
ry of Judea, and of the world, was 
laid in ruins. The beautiful house 
where their fathers worshipped, 
was burned with fire. 

Many circumstances conspired 
to render this event peculiarly dis- 


tressing. Jerusalem was celebrat- | 


Vor. VIIL.....No. 16-92 








/ed, not only for beauty and mag- 


nificence, but as the dwelling place 
of the Most High God. Her walls 
were salvation, and her gates 


praise. There the saints of old 


beheld the glory of God, and sat 
under the shadow of the Almighty 
with great delight. There David 
and the Prophets, and thousands 
now gone to their rest, took sweet 
counsel together, and walked to 
the house of God in company.— 
There was the Tabernacle, the 
Ark ofthe Covenant, the Urim and 
Thummim, the Holy of Holies, 
and all the sacred untensils of the 
altar 


It is not difficult to conceive of 
the feelings of a pious Jew when 
he beheld this city laid waste, and 
his brethren subjected to insult and 
reproach. ‘My tears have been 
my meat day and night,” he most 
feelingly exclaims, “while they 
say daily unto me, where is thy 
God?” 


But the feelings of the Psalmist, 
in view of this lamentable declen- 
sion of religion, were not prompt- 
ed by passion, er dictated by ha- 
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man wisdom; but was the result of 
a mind devoted to God and the 
church. To Heaven he lifts his 
eyes for deliverance; and in the pi- 
ous ardour of his soul, cries unto 


Him who heareth prayer, “Return, | 
we beseech thee, O God of Hosts! | 


look down from Heaven, and be- 
hold, and visit this vine.” 

The feelings of the Psalmist are 
similar to those of every child of 
God. All who /ove the church, 
will mourn the declension of vital 
piety, and seek assistance where 
he did, at the throne of grace. 

From the example of the Psalm- 
ist, I shall take occasion to urge 
motives which should influence 
Christians to pray earnestly for a 
revival of religion, and especially 
for a revival in our church. 

I. My first motive is, the salu- 
tary effect which revivals of reli- 
gion produce upon professed Chris- 
tlans. , 

In seasons of spiritual declen- 
sion, professors of religion usually 
slumber with the foolish and un- 
wise. Forgetting the responsibill- 
ty of their station, and unconcern- 
ed alike for the honour of God and 
the souls of men, they yield them- 
selves the willing servants of un- 
righteousness. The closet loses 
its sweetness, the sanctuary its 
beauty, and the ordinances of the 
Gospel their refreshing and sanc- 
tifying influence. The world de- 
mands and engrosses their affec- 
tions; family worship, if observed 
at all, is but a formal duty; the 
ordinances of the Gospel are ne- 
glected; the reasonable service of 
Christ is forsaken; and for months, 
must I not say for years, they re- 
semble more the exemies than the 
friends of God. 

Few there are, who, like Nehe- 
miah, sit down and weep and 
mourn, and make supplication to 
the God of Heaven; while many, if 
they maintain the form of religion, 
have but little ofits fower. Their 
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conversation and deportment evince 
the alarming declension of piety 
in their hearts. Others cast off 
fear and restrain prayer; and if 
they are not frofessedly, they are 
frractically the enemies of the cross 
of Christ. Few of those who pro- 
fess the religion of Jesus, let their 
light shine before the world; few 
are the faithful and meek follow- 
ers of our blessed Lord. 

Do I judge hastily? Permit me 
to appeal to this church. Were 
there not seasons, Brethren, when 
you enjoyed more of the Divine 
presence—were more prayerful, 
more circumspect in your conduct, 
more concerned for sinners, than 
you are at present? Were this 
church to pass in review before 
the searcher of hearts, would not 
the decision be—“I have somewhat 
against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love?” Might not the 
inquiry be made of some present, 
“Where is the blessedness ye spoke 
of?” May I not appeal to that 
man, whose white locks have mark- 
ed him for the grave, and ask, is 
not the former glory of this church, 
in a measure, departed? Where 
are those transforming views of 
God of which you spake; those 
seasons of intimate communion 
with Christ; those bitter pangs of 
repentance for sin? Where are 
those religious circles for prayer; 
that Christian watchfulness; those 
numerous, crowded, and silent as- 
semblies? 

These evils have always existed 
in the church; and for these, God 
turns away his favourable presence. 
The coldness and deadness of pro- 
fessors of religion excite the con- 
tempt and sneers of an ungodly 
world, place thousands beyond the 
reach of hope, and scatter and de- 
stroy the flock of Christ. 

But is there no remedy for these 
distressing evils?’ The powerful 
influence of the Holy Spirit, Breth- 
ren, can remove them all. “The 
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fruit of the Spirit is. love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith.” By his sacred 
influence, the desponding fears of 
the trembling Christian are re- 
moved, the hardened prodigal is 
reclaimed, and the church be- 
comes a city set upon an hill, 
which cannot be hid. 

Ina revival of religion, divine 
worship is sweet and instructive; 
seasons of retirement frequent and 
devotional; and the word of God 
quick and powerful. The worldly 
professor becomes heavenly-mind- 
ed; the proud, humble; the covet- 
ous, liberal; and the slothful, ac- 
tive and fervent. The Lord Jesus 
speaks peace to the troubled Chris- 
tian, who has long wandered in 
darkness; and, like the Ethiopean, 
he goes on his way rejoicing.— 
Now, that apostate member of the 
church, who has for a long time 
been unaffected by the earnest en- 
treaties of Christians, and with- 
stood the alarming denunciations 
of wrath against hypocrites, vol- 
untarily returns to his duty; and 
with a broken heart implores the 
forgiveness of his aggrieved breth- 
ren, and the mercy of his heavenly 
Father. Now, that neighbourhood 
long divided by dissensions and 
disputes, is united in harmony and 
love: the jarring and contentious 
passions of the human heart are 
softened and subdued by the mild 
influence of the Gospel; and peace 
and joy pervade every breast. 


And is there nothing in all this 
which should excite to earnest 
prayer? Is not the honour of Christ, 
the happiness of saints, their ad- 
vancemeit in grace, and their 
meetness for Heaven, a sufficient 
inducement for unceasing suppli- 
cation? Ask one-who is mourn- 
ing the absence of the Divine pre- 
sence; ask one who weeps in se- 
cret over the apostacy of a com- 
panion, a parent, or a child; ask 
one whose soul thirsteth, even 
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panteth for the living God, if a 
revival of religion be not a desira- 
ble event? And shall not all who 
profess to have the Spirit of Christ, 
who know the fatal consequences 
of slothfulness, repair with a bur- 
dened heart to the throne of grace? 
Can we, Christian Brethren, be un- 
affected, while our blessed Lord is 
wounded in the house of his friends? 
Shall not tears be our meat day 
and night, while the enemies of our 
religion reproach us and say, 
where is thy God? where is the 
meek, the praying, the self-denying 
Spirit of Christ in your church?— 
“Return, we beseech thee, O God 
of Hosts: look down from Heaven, 
and behold, and visit this vine.” 


II. My second motive to prayer 
for a revival of religion, is the con- 
version of sinners. 

As in the revival of Pentecost, 
so in all succeeding revivals, sin- 
ners behold with concern the ar- 
dent piety of professors of reli- 
gion. Every prayer, every word, 
every look of an humble, fervent 
child of God, is as an arrow in the 
hearts of the impenitent. Altho’ 
for a season, they may resist the 
strivings of the Spirit, pungent 
convictions of impending wrath 
force the inquiry, “what shallI do 
to be saved???” The Holy Spirit, 
by his silent, yet effectual influen- 
ces, bows the unhumbled heart of 
the sinner, sweeps away his refu- 
ges of lies, and exposes him to the 
justice of his offended Judge. No 
longer is the name of God profan- 
ed by the thoughtless multitude— 
the institutions of the Gospel des- 
pised—places of dissipation and 
sinful amusement frequented; but 
all, of every age and of every char- 
acter, are present during seasons 
of divine worship, and hear with 
breathless silence the words of 
eternal truth. The proud, perse- 
cuting sinner, like Saul, is smitten 
to the ground. His dreams of 
earthly bliss have fled; his: vain 


=e en are 
—sa es 
= “ot 


ew a la oa ee ee ee 


r 


* 


: 2 Tat 
z* i, Lee iee(ine = 
» 2s cq . RAF * 4& 
‘2 * J = 
PE or a RE le rene 


al | Se 


ts th anes © te 
ngs er iy re see et AE erg eee 8 BEES 


“ta 2, 








~ 


~~ 3 


ae. ee 


no geri ges dee 


fo Pet BS 


Pg Ee gee 
ee aS 


ee ae ese 


=e 


ee ea 


> 


*- 





—_—— er 


se 
> 


712 SERMON OF THE REV. JOSEPH ANDRUS. 


refuges are swept away, and he 
views himself obnoxious to the 
judgment of Heaven. He is poor, 
and wretched, and miserable. He 
cannot fly from the all-searching 
eye of his Judge. He cannot es- 
cape the gnawings of a guilty con- 
science. The hand of justice lies 
heavy upon his heart; his soul 
fails within him, and he cries out, 
in the anguish of his spirit, “God 
be mercilul to me, a sinner!”’ 

With God, this is a time of love. 
He holds out to the trembling 
penitent the sceptre of mercy, and 
bids him touch it, and live. He 
is rescued from the pit of despair, 
adopted into the kingdom of Christ, 
and is made a rich partaker of di- 
vine grace. Now, “behold, he 
prayeth.” He who for years has 
resisted the mild and urgent en- 
treaties of mercy, and been indif- 
ferent to the denunciations of 
wrath, is a humble suppliant at the 
throne of grace. How great the 
change! Yesterday a rebel, proud: 
ly blaspheming and opposing his 
Maker,—now a penitent at his 
footstool. He is no longer an alien, 
but a fellow citizen with the saints; 
no longer a slave of sin, but an 
heir of glory—a child of Heaven. 

This is the effect of a revival of 
the religion of Jesus.. It is the pe- 
culiar work of the Holy Spirit to 
humble the heart of the sinner— 
to reclaim the abandoned—and to 
make heirs of hell, heirs of glory. 
The profane swearer, the sabbath- 
breaker, the intemperate, the licen- 
tious, the oppressor of his breth- 
ren, are humbled at the footstool 
of mercy. They are monuments 
of grace—they are brands plucked 
from everlasting burnings. 


This is not an idle dream. The 
Holy Spirit, in his first signal ope- 
rations, prostrated in the dust the 
very murderers of our Saviour— 
palsied the arm of the persecuting 
and self-righteous Saul—made Fe- 





lix tremble on his throne—hum- 


NOV o 


bled the pride and abased the glo- 
ry of heroes, statesmen, and phi- 
losophers. Soin recent revivals, 
nothing has been able to oppose, 
with success, the influences of the 
Spirit. No heart has been too 
hard to be melted—no will too 
stubborn to be subdued—no sinner 
too abandoned to be reclaimed. 

Need I say that this should ex- 
cite Christians to persevering, 
earnest prayer? What event should 
be more desirable than the conver- 
sion of sinners? And what more 
effectually bow down the head with 
sorrow, and break the heart with 
vrief, than the obstinacy and pre- 
sumption of unconverted souls? 

Behold a faithful minister, who 
has laboured for years in vain. He 
has submitted to every trial—been 
instant in season and out of sea- 
son—risen up early—retired late 
and weary. He has reproved with 
all long-suffering and patience;— 
he has entered the house of God 
with a sorrowing heart, and wept 
in secret for the pride of his peo- 
ple. Allis apparently in vain—all 
is silent as death—dismal as the 
grave. But when the Holy Spirit 
accompanies the preaching of the 
Gospel; when the children of God 
are refreshed, and sinners convert- 
ed; when multitudes are inquiring, 
“what shall we do to be saved!”’; 
how great his joy—how firm his 
hopes! He who went forth weep- 
ing, bearing precious seed, returns 
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him. 

Or, behold a parent who has ob- 
served with concern the impeni- 
tence of a tender child. In vain 
he weeps and prays for him; stil 
he persists in his sinful course, and 
hastens his steps down to everlast- 
ing burnings. But when the Holy 


Spirit touches his heart, he is re- 
claimed, and returns to his parent 
and to his God. Heis received as 
alive from the dead—as a child of 





faith and prayer; and the joyful 
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parent exclaims, with admiring 
gratitude, “this my son was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and 
is found.” 

And are there not some in this 
house, who have beloved friends 
in the gall of bitterness, and in the 
bonds of iniquity? Nothing but 
the influences of the Spirit can ar- 
rest their steps, and save your dear 
companions, when the summons of 
death shall come, from lying down 
in eternal sorrow. Continuing in 
their present impenitence, fear 
shall come upon them as desola- 
tion, and destruction as a whirl- 
wind, and sweep them beyond 
hope and beyond mercy. Shall 
not your eyes, with such a pros- 
pect in view, run down with tears, 
and your prayers ascend, like in- 
cense, to the throne of grace?— 
Christian, as you value the souls 
of your companidns, your children, 
your friends, you will give God no 
rest till he come. 


III. The third and last motive 
which I shall mention, is, that 
prayer is the peculiar means ap- 
pointed to effect a revival of reli- 
gion. 

It is true, that a revival of reli- 
gion is not within the reach of an 
human arm. It is a work of Om- 
nipotence. Yet it is no less true, 
that it is produced, instrumental- 
ly, by the prayers of Christians.— 
Israel cried under cruel oppres- 
sion, and their cry reached Hea- 
ven. Moses plead at the throne of 
grace for anation devoted to death, 
and he prevailed. Daniel humbled 
himself, and made supplication for 
his captive brethren, and obtained 
his request. The prayer of Cor- 
nelius went up as a memorial be- 
fore God. The Apostles prayed, 
and the place where they were, was 
shaken, and the Spirit descended 
like a mighty wind. The first 
Christian revival commenced by 
prayer, and so has every succeed- 
mg one. It is when the saints are 








near the throne of grace; when 
they plead and wrestle, and give 
God no rest, that the heavens are 
rent, and the Spirit descends with 
Almighty power. And if there be 


a revival of religion in this church, : 


it will doubtless commence in the 
same manner. There will be a- 
mong Christians a spirit of union; 
of faithfulness, and of prayer.— 
They will weep for sinners, and 
remember them at the throne of 
grace; laying hold of the promises 
of the Gospel, and will wrestle and 
prevail. 

Brethren, God will hear the 
prayers of this church. He is 
waiting to rain down righteousness 
upon this people. More willing is 
he to give his Holy Spirit to them 
who ask him, than parents are to 
give good gifts to their children, 
For Zion’s sake, Christians, hold 
not your peace, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake rest not, till the righteousness 
thereof go forth as brightness, and 
the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth. 

Is it true, that in answer to 
prayer, God pours out his Spirit? 
You will then inquire, why are not 
revivals of religion more frequent? 
The reasons are obvious. Those 
only who pray in faith, with earn- 
estness and ferseverance, receive 
the Divine blessing. 

1. A want of faith in prayer, 
prevents the influence of the Holy 
Spirit from descending upon the 
church. 


Our Saviour frequently rebuked 
his Disciples for their unbelief.—- 
In Nazareth he did not many 
mighty works, because of their 
unbelief. And it is this sin which 
now turns away God’s favourable 
presence, and lays waste the 
church. How frequently is it urg- 
ed, that this work is the Lord’s, 
and we must wait his time, and 
make no special exertions for the 
conversion of sinners. It is safe to 
say, that such Christians do not a 
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little to prevent a work of grace. 
Did Isaiah, when he beheld Zion 
laid waste, and the enemy triumph. 
ing over her ruins, say, we must 
wait God’s time; all our exertions 
Did he not approach 
the throne of grace, expecting a 
blessing? Was he not satisfied 
that God was ever willing to re- 
member his people for good?— 
What were the feelings of Nehe- 
miah, when he beheld the desola- 
tions of Zion? He sat down and 
wept and prayed, and made sup- 
plication to the God of Heaven. 
He hesitated not to engage in a 
work which none but Omnipotence 
could effect: and all who have the 
feelings of ardent piety, will do 
the same. The promises of God 


inspire their souls with courage, 
even in the darkest night of adver- 
sity; while the contrary disposi- 
tion paralyses all exertions, chills 
the ardour of prayer, and calms 
the conscience in spiritual sloth. 


Must we not believe that this sin 
cries to Heaven—that for this, the 
church is permitted to lie waste, 
and the enemy to come in like a 
flood? And shall we be passed by 
because of unbelief? Shall there 
be one in this church, like the un- 
believing land of Samaria, trodden 
down and destroyed? Is not God 
able to rend the heavens this day? 
Can he not convert three thousand 
souls now, as well as on the day of 
Pentecost?’ Is he not willing to 
convert every sinner in this place? 
Where is there one to whom he 
does not say, “turn ye, turn ye, 
from your evil ways, for why will 
ye die?”’ 

O, my Brethren, how unlike are 
we to the Prophets, Apostles, and 
Martyrs! How little of that faith 
have we, which prevails with God! 
How little reliance upon the prom- 
ises and faithfulness of our blessed 
Saviour! Shall we shut the gate 
of Heaven against precious and 
immortal souls? Shall we grieve | 








the Holy Spirit, and bring down 
judgments upon the church? Let 
us with sorrowing hearts repair to 
the throne of grace, and say, 
“Lord, increase our faith.”’ Let 
us plead with God to look down 
from Heaven, and behold, and visit 
this vine. 


2. A want of carnestness in 
prayer, prevents the descent of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Christians appear afraid of wea- 
rying God by repeated supplica- 
tions. Great earnestness, it is 
said, shows a want of submission, 
a disposition to counsel the Al- 
mighty. Then had not Abraham 
submission: he plead again and a- 
gain for devoted Sodom. Then 
had not Moses submission: even 
when God said, Let me alone, that 
my wrath may wax hot against 
them, that I mgy consume them; 
he refreated his request with great- 
er earnestness, and prevailed with 
God; he saved a nation from im- 
mediate death. Look at our bless- 
ed Saviour in the garden, praying 
three times, saying the same words. 
With the same submissive tem- 
per, he might have repeated his 
requests three times more. God 
is not, like man, weary of the cries 
of his people. He loves to see 
them earnest, coming to the throne 
of grace, and with a _ burdened 
heart entreating for mercy. Shall 
we be satisfied with a few cold and 
formal petitions? Should we do 
no more for a sick friend, than ex- 
press a desire for his recovery?— 
And when an interest infinitely 
more valuable is depending; when 
a disease infinitely more danger- 
ous is preying upon his vitals, can 
you be otherwise than earnestly 
engaged for his salvation? Can 
you ‘sleep when your friends are 
dying—when, within a few days, 
they will be beyond your prayers 
and your hopes—when they will 
be, if they remain impenitent, 
where the worm dieth not, and the 
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fire is not quenched? Soon, Breth- 
ren, you must quit all you hold 
dear below; soon will death sum- 
mon you to the judgment seat of 
Christ. Can you say with Paul, 
I have finished my course, and kept 
the faith? Parents, are you pre- 
pared to part with your children? 
Should you, in the last moments of 
their lives, hear them crying for 
mercy, and dreading the presence 
of their offended Judge, would not 
conscience reproach you for unfaith- 
fulness? Would not the conviction 
of causing their ruin, exceedingly 
embitter your cup of affliction, and 
heighten the keenness of your an- 
guish? Save yourselves, Chris- 
tians, the painful reflections of an 
accusing conscience, by fervent 
and earnest prayer for the salva- 
tion of sinners. 

3. Lastly, a want of ferseverance 
in prayer, prevents the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the church. 

At certain seasons, the people of 
God are earnestly engaged for the 
Divine blessing. They pray often 
and fervently for the impenitent. 
But when the Lord delays his 
coming; when for a considerable 
time there are no visible evidences 
of the Divine presence,. they be- 
come less fervent in prayer, less 
concerned for sinners. O ye of 
little faith! wherefore did ye doubt? 
Did not Christ agonize in prayer 
till he sweat as it were great drops 
of blood, falling down to the 
ground; and can we not watch 
with him one hour? Is it for us 
to know the times and the seasons 
which the Father hath put in his 
own power? What if he tarry 
long—shall we not wait for him? 
Is not the object of our prayers of 
sufficient importance to engage 
our whole lives? Shall not the 
cause of our blessed Saviour—the 
redemption of souls from everlast- 
ing death, prompt us to persever- 
ing and earnest entreaties for mer- 
cy’ 
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Perhaps it has been true here, 
that the heavens have gathered 
blackness, and there has been no 
rain. Why this painful disap- 
pointment? Is God unwilling to 
favour Zion? Has he forgotten to 
be gracious? Will he be favourable 
no more? Rather has not the spi- 
rit of prayer declined, and God 
left us to our own undoing?—~ 
Cold, cold must be the heart, and 
weak the faith of that man, whose 
courage fails while God is on a 
throne of grace, or sinners in a 
land of hope. , 

The great Head of the Church 
hath planted a vine in this place, 
and watered it with parental care 
and tenderness. And will he now 
withhold his plentiful showers, and 
leave it to droop and die? There 
is assistance to be obtained at the 
throne of grace. With a humble 
reliance upon the Divine promises, 
commit your cause to your hea- 
venly Father. Be habitually fer- 
vent and earnest in prayer. Every 
day pour out your hearts for a 
time of refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lord. Let us not 
grieve the Holy Spirit by coldness 
and remissness in duty. But let 
the language of every Christian be, 
“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let 
my right hand forget her cunning; 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, if I do not prefer Jeru- 
salem above my chief joy.” 

That there is a necessity of a re- 
vival of religion in our church, 
Brethren, I trust need not be urg- 
ed on this congregation. The 
melancholy state in which you be- 
hold the house of God in which 
we are now assembled, exhibits 
this truth in a manner more affect- 
ing and powerful than human lan- 
guage canexpress. What is the 
contrast which afflicts our hearts 
here and elsewhere? But little 
more than half a century has elaps- 
éd, since our church universally 
prevailed through the rich and 


EO pote rt VEE ery feel Ay 


* 
an 
<n ah 


a! 


eg ale ek] Tee ey be : 
Se Eba al Sco pet eee 





OSD ate es ¥ 
: : ese 


oee™. 


eel 


ttt el a er 


Bas a teers 


716 


flourishing state of Virginia. In 
every county, there were churches 
and chapels, all of them decent 
and substantial, some of them even 
splendid in their decorations. I 
see some before me, who are living 
witnesses of this truth. I see some 
who still with fond recollection 
delight to dwell on the period in 
which this house, once devoted to 
the service of Almighty God, was 
surpassed by few, perhaps by none, 
in its accommodations for the wor- 
shippers of their Lord and Sa- 
viour. You can tell of the crowds 
which once assembled to pay their 
weekly adorations here, and of the 
animated strains of devotion which 
ascended to Heaven from its con- 
secrated walls. Here the fire of 
divine love has warmed many 
hearts, now cold in death. But 
where has their spirit fled? Does 
it sleep in the sepulchres of your 
fathers? 

What is the contrast which we 
behold in our churches? Few are 
the placesin which we can assem- 
ble to worship that Saviour who 
died to redeem us. In many pla- 
ces, the Liturgy is now scarcely 
known, but as some antiquated 
book, once used by your fathers. 
The edifices where they worship- 
ped, now in a state of ruin, fix the 
astonished gaze, and force the tear 
of sorrow from the passing. travel- 
ler. It is not possible that this 
state of things should long con- 
tinue. Man does not feel himself 
safe, even with his fellow man, 
loosened from the restraints of re- 
ligion. He cannot live without 
its consolations—he cannot enter 
on futurity without its hopes. The 
day of adversity, we trust, is pass- 
ing away; and that our church is 
about to rise from the dust, and 
put on her beautiful garments.— 
We see a pledge of this in the spi- 
rit of piety and zeal which appears 
to be increasing in every quarter, 
and in the anxious desire to serye 
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her interests, manifested by lay- 
men of the highest influence and 
talents. They have combined and 
resolved, under God, that the church 
of your fathers shall not perish.— 
Long may they live; and may their 
blessing descend to their children’s 
children, down to the latest period 
of time! 

Much has already been done, 
and more still remains to be done. 
And agreeably to a resolution of 
the Convention, I come before you 
this day to solicit of your abun- 
dance something to promote an 
object which is dear to the heart of 
every friend of our church. I al- 
lude to the formation of a fund for 
the support of the Bishop of our 
diocess, that he may be able to de- 
vote the whole of his attention to 
the promotion of religion generally 
throughout the State; that the be- 
nefits of the Episcopal ordinances 
may be thereby more promptly 
and widely diffused; that the deso- 
late temples of religion may more 
frequently hear the voice of our 
chief pastor within their long-for- 
saken courts; and that his venerat- 
ed authority and influence may be 
extended over the whole flock 
which it has pleased God to com- 
mit to his pious charge. 


I rejoice, Brethren, that the ob- 
ject is familiar to you, which ren- 


j ders further explanation unneces- 


sary, and that it meets with your 
cordial approbation; and I rejoice 
in the assurance, that I shall not 
plead in vain. Can there be a more 
powerful appeal to your compas- 
sion than that which arises from 
our falling and forsaken churches? 
Think of the thousands perishing 
for the want of Christian instruc- 
tion, going down to everlasting 
death, without an effort being made 
to show them their danger, and 
point them to a Saviour. Think 
of the herald of peace publishing 
salvation to listening crowds, thro’ 
your liberality, Think of the 
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heart of stone, melted with a view 
of a dying Saviour freely offered 
to the chief of sinners, and of the 
triumphs of grace bursting the 
chains of the despairing prisoner. 
Think of the dear lambs of Christ, 
scattered and wandering on the 
mountains, collected by the hand 
of your faithful chief pastor into a 
regular church, established in the 
faith, built up in the order of the 
Gospel, and partaking together of 
the precious symbols of their Sa- 
viour’s love. Think of the expir- 
ing saint, in the last agonies of na- 
ture, rejoicing in the hope of fu- 
ture glory, and with his quivering 
lips imploring blessings on the 
charitable donors who furnished 
the means of sending a servant of 
God to be the instrument of his 
salvation. Think of a multitude 
to whose conversion your benefac- 
tions have contributed, introduced 
to a seat among the general assem- 
bly and church of the first born in 
Heaven, and there greeting you as 
the means, under God, of bringing 
them to that blest abode. 

With these reflections, Brethren, 
I leave the subject to your future 
decisions, and trust that you will 
act upon it as you will wish you 
had done in your last, departing 
moments, when this world, with 
all its littleness and all its gran- 
deur, shall be no more. 

I trust there is a redeeming spi- 
rit beginning to operate on our 
hearts. I trust there are some 
who wish to see the church of 
‘their fathers arise from the dust— 
to know and feel that Christ has 
not died in vain for this part of 
his vineyard. I trust there are 
some who daily kneel before him, 
and implore that his Spirit may 
descend upon us by his awakening 
and converting power. Thus far, 
all is well; and may God of his in- 
finite mercy long preserve it so!— 
May he cause the grace to abound 
more and more! Continue on in 
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your Christian course. It will 
comfort you in life; it will bear up 
your soul in the hour of death, 
when eternity opens upon you, 
with all its vastness and all its 
durability. 


AN ADDRESS 
To the twelfth Convention of the 

Eastern Diocess, assembled at . 

Claremont, in the State of New 

Hampshire, Sefit.26, 1827. 

Once more, respected brethren, 
has the swift current of time per- 
formed its annual revolution; and 
again is it made my duty to state 
before you “the affairs of the dio- 
cess since our last Convention; the 
names of the churches which I 
have visited; the number of persons 
confirmed; the names of those who 
have been received as candidates 
for orders; the changes alse by 
death, removal, or otherwise, 
which have taken place among 
the clergy, and in general all mat- 
ters tending to throw light on the 
affairs of the diocess.”—This du- 
ty, aided by your prayers, and fa- 
voured by your patient attention, 
I now, not without diffidence, pro- 
ceed to perform. 

To give you a particular account 
of the churches visited, though to 
me it might be a pleasure, to you 
would be tedious. When, through 
the Lord’s goodness, I shall finish 
the journey now commenced, and 
another which is soon to follow, 
far the greaier part of our church- 
es will have been visited once, and 
some of them twice or thrice, dur- 
ing the present year. The church- 
es already visited are those in 
Rhode-Island, and those also in 
Massachusetts, with the exception 
of those in Newburyport, Bridge- 
water, Greenfield, Ashfield, Hop- 
kinton, and one or two others. I 
have also visited Hopkinten and 
Holderness in this state. 
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In these visitations 196 have been 
confirmed. 

To the dist of candidates for ho- 
ly orders have been added George 
F. Haskins, Norris M. Jones, Geo. 
T. Williams, Anson B. Hard, and 
Charles Cleveland. 

To the order of Deacons, Robert 
B. Drane, Henry C. Knight, Cle- 
ment F. Jones, James M. Tappan, 
have been admitted; and the Rev. 
John Bristed, Benjamin C. C. Par- 
ker, and Eleazer M. P. Wells, have 
been ordained Priests. 

Changes by death among our cler- 
gy, happily we have none to report: 
and great cause have we of thank- 
fulness to the Father of mercies, 
that, considering their number in 
this diocess, so few since its for- 
mation have deceased. Other 
changes have not been many or 
great. The Rev. Mr. Wells has 
taken charge of the parish in Gar- 
diner. The church in Portland in- 


creases; and there is still hope that 


a missionary may soon be profita- 
bly employed in the state of Maine. 
In the large and flourishing village 
of Saco, a very respectable number 
of people have formed a society, 
and are building a church. The 
prudence, and energy, and appear- 
ance of Evangelical zeal, with 
which they have thus far conduct- 
ed this good and noble work, gives 
us reason to hope that God will 
bless their labours; and that we 
may soon have there a respectable 
parish. The Rev. Mr. Wells, the 
Rev. Mr. Cutler, the Rev. Mr. 
Hathaway, (who has recently re- 
turned to this diocess,) and others 
have officiated in Saco; and there 
is a pleasing prospect that a cler- 
gyman may soon be permanently 
settled there. 

The parish in Hopkinton, in this 


state, under the pastoral charge of 


the Rev. Moses B. Chase, aided by 
the liberality of a gentleman lately 
of Boston, are also building a hand 
some stone church. And it is but 
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a just tribute of gratitude and 
praise, to observe here, that the 
church in this diocess, and not in 
this only, is under much obligation 
to the generous spirit and pious 
liberality of our brethren, and.oth- 
er pious citizens of Boston. In 
many instances, and many ways, 
especially during the two or three 
years last past, have they bounti- 
fully contributed to various relig- 
ious and charitable purposes of 
great utility. Under God’s merci- 
ful Providence, it is chiefly from 
their bounty, that I am able to tra- 
vel through this diocess, and to 
visit our churches. It is much to 
be regretted, that we have not. 
more churches in that city. Ex- 
cepting one in South Boston, the 
number of our churches there, not- 
withstanding the increase of wealth 
and population, is but the same as 
fifty years ago. This has been 
owing, in part; to some untoward 
circumstances, and (perhaps) mis- 
taken policy. So many houses for 
Divine worship of other denomina- 
tions have lately been erected there, 
that the hope of increasing the 
number of ours is, we may fear, 
declining. 

The Rev. Mr. Mott, on account 
of ill health, has resigned the 
charge of the church in Marble- 
head, which is now vacant. The 
Rev. Mr. Parker officiates as a 
missionary in Lennox; and the 
Rev. Mr. ‘Vappan in Bridgewater. 
The Rev. Mr. Blakesly has remov- 


| ed from Great Barrington, and the 
| Rev. 


Mr. Gilbert, from Connecti- 
cut, is about to take the charge of 
that church. There are few, if 
any places, in this diocess, where 
a prudent, pious, active, and de- 
voted minister of Christ, can labour 
with a better prospect of useful- 
ness than in Great Barrington — 
With Mr. Gilbert I have very lit- 
tle acquaintance: that he may be 
what they need, should be our 
praver. It would perhaps be bet- 
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ter if our parishes were more gen- 
erally in the habit of consulting 
their bishop, or the standing com- 
mittee, in their choice and settle- 
ment of ministers. The labours of 
at least one more clergyman -are 
wanted on the west side of Con- 
necticutriver. Weare not without 
hope, that the Rev. Mr. Drane on 
his return from the south, will give 
some further attention to those parts 

On the 13th day of December 
last, the new edifice in Marshfield 
was dedicated by the name of Trin- 
ity Church. The small parish in 
Ashfield, to the utmost of their 
means, are going forward with the 
building of their church. In no 
part of the diocess, would the erec- 
tion of a decent house of prayer, 
and the full establishment of an 
episcopal church, promise to be 
more truly beneficial, than at 
Northampton. To the liberality 
of some gentlemen there, we are 


already much indebted; and it is to’ 


be hoped, and earnestly desired, 
that their generous efforts may be 
aided by the pious and liberal of 
other places. 

The new parish in Woodstock 
are also engaged in building a 
church; and the one building in 
Middlebury is soon, if the Lord 
permit, to be consecrated to his 
holy worship. Several ordinations 
with the same divine permission, 
will soon take place in that state. 

A considerable number of our 
churches are to good effect aided 
by the means of our small mission- 
ary funds. Several parishes have 
formed Missionary Societies, and I 
regret that it is not at present in my 
power to give you an accurate state- 
ment of their number and condi- 
tion. I have this year received 33 
dollars from the Female Mission- 
ary Society in Hopkinton, N. H.; 
and thirty-seven dollars from that 
in Portland. They and others who 
have made like contributions, are 
entitled to our thanks, and we are 








bound to pray that God will reward 
and blessthem. The annual meet- 
ing of the Massachusetts Mission- 
ary Society, in St. Paul’s Church 
in Boston, last June, was very in- 
teresting, and it is hoped will pro- 
duce good effects. Our clergy can 
in few, if in any ways better pro- 
mote the general interests of re- 
ligion, and of our church particu- 
larly, than by often calling the at- 
tention of our people to their duty, 
and to the blessedness of contribut- 
ing, in all ways reasonably in their 
power, to the propagation of the 
gospel. And let me be allowed to 
repeat and reiterate that the con- 
tributions for employing missiona- 
ries in small destitute parishes in 
this diocess, recommended some 
years since by the convention, to 
be made on Easter or some other 
Sunday, ought religiously to be re- 
garded. Let the minister of each 
parish state the subject fairly be- 
fore the people, judiciously select- 
ing a favourable time for the col- 
lection, and he will then have dis- 
charged his duty. For giving or 
not giving the people are accoun- 
table to him only who supplies 
them with means and knows their 
hearts. Comparatively speaking, 
there is no backwardness in our 
people to give: were they called 
upon as others are, they would, we 
believe, be more liberal than any 
other Christians. 

The meeting of our General Con- 
vention last November, and the 
transactions of that great council 
of our Church, are things well 
known. The unanimity which very 
much prevailed among its mem- 
bers; the prosperity of our Church- 
es, which was then exhibited; and 
the general disposition to support 
the order and worship, the consti- 
tution and discipline of our eccle- 
siastical establishment, which on 
that interesting occasion, was re- 
markably manifested, are just sub- 
jects of mutual congratulation, and 
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of devout thanks and prayer to Al- 
mighty God. From our experi- 
ence and observation we may hum- 
bly believe that the Lord is pleased 
to bless the pradent, pious, and 
faithful labours of consistent Epis- 
copalians; more perhaps than those 
of any other christian community 
or sect. And the same experi- 
ence and observation confirm what 
the scriptures clearly teach, that 
the more sound and orthodox are 
any people in their faith and chris- 
tian profession, the more offensive 
to God are their worldly affections, 
their coldness and want of fidelity. 

A resolution passed both hous- 
es of the General Convention ap- 
pointing “a Committee to revise 
the Canons of this Church, and to 
prepare such alterations, amend- 
ments and additions as they may 
deem expedient; with power also 
to make a new arrangement of the 
Canons.” This I need not observe 
to you is a measure of no small 
importance. Our present Canons 
are in general well intended, and 
wisely framed, but they have been 
passed at different times as occa- 
sion required, and some of them 
have been so much altered that 
their meaning is not sufficiently 
obvious and easy to be attained; 
and it is much to be desired that 
they should be revised and digest- 
ed into a more uniform and simple 
code. Some of them are so ex- 
pressed that they cannot be literal- 
ly and at all times observed, with- 
out neglecting what the scriptures 
require. Rules which are so fram- | 
ed that they cannot at all times, | 
consistently with our duty to God, | 
be strictly observed, have some ill | 
effect: the man who is very scrupu- 
lous, will be too much, and he who 
is more lax, will be too little re- 
stricted bythem. Statutes or laws 
are restraints upon liberty, and 
ought not to be made except when 
necessary or expedient to remedy | 
or prevent some greater evil.— | 
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Their restrictions should extend 
no farther than such necessity re- 
quires; and so clearly and carefully 
should they be expressed, that all 
may understand and literally ob- 
serve them. To multiply Canons be- 
yond what real necessity requires, 
and to lay restraints upon our breth- 
ren in things which might safe- 
ly be left to their discretion, mani- 
fests distrust of their principles or 
prudence, and a love of exercising 
power; and its tendency is to de- 
stroy mutual confidence and broth- 
erly affection; to excite jealousies 
and party spirit, and to produce in- 
trigues and strifes for office and 
power. For the more strictly peo- 
ple find themselves bound by laws, 
the more desirous will they be to 
have the control and administra- 
tion of them. Another and _ per- 
haps still greater evil of multiply- 
ing Canons, is, that the greater is 
their number, the less will they be 
respected and observed. This is 
seen in the case of the English 
Church, which has too what ours 
has not, and it is hoped never will 
have, the weight of the civil pow- 
It is in 
my judgment a favourable circum- 
stance, and an evidence of their- 
wisdom, and love of union, peace, 
and good order, that the Conven- 
tions of the States which compose 
this Diocess, and our people gen- 
erally, have manifested so little 
disposition to legislate and to mul- 
tiply Canons. Those of the Gene- 
ral Convention they cordially re- 
ceive and conscientiously observe; 
nor do they (it is believed) see or 
feel much need of adding to their 
number. This subject is now open 
for discussion, and | bring it before 
the Diocess that you may be pre- 
pared at the next General Conven- 
tion by your delegates to act upon 
it. And I do it the rather from 
the uncertainty whether I shall 
again have an opportunity so con- 


venient. 
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For these same reasons it is fit- 
ting, if not my duty, that I should 
address you on another subject, 
which is still more interesting.— 
At the last General Convention the 
House of Bishops proposed, in a re- 
solution sent to the other House, 
to make some alterations in the 
Book of Common Prayer; chiefly 
for the purpose of removing the 
objections so generally made to 
the length of our Morning service. 
The remedy proposed was to al- 
low a discretionary power, under 
certain restrictions, to omit some 
parts, as expediency should re- 
quire. The most material was per- 
mission sometimes to omit the 
Litany. Though in my judgment 
a plan for shortening the Service, 
and yet preserving all its parts, 
more convenient and more gener- 
ally satisfactory, might have been 
proposed; yet I conceded to that 
in the hope that it would give sa- 
tisfaction, or (which I still hope,) 
lead to some result that will be 
generally acceptable. It is well 
known that the Litany was design- 
ed for seasons of calamity, and to 
be used when christians, with the 
deepest humiliation, would suppli- 
cate God’s merciful deliverance 
from distress. And it may well be 
questioned whether in making it 
so common the good effect is not 
diminished;—whether it were not 
better to reserve it for the more 
solemn seasons of public worship; 
and whether it is even suitable for 
our joyful festivals. 

But when it was found that any 
permission to omit the Litany was 
displeasing to a great, if not the 
greater part of our people, the 
Bishops withdrew that part of their 
proposition. The other parts were 
acted upon by the other House, 
and are now, agreeably to the pro- 
visions of our General Constitution, 
referred to the consideration of all 
our Churches, and especially to 
the Convention of each Diocess.— 
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And it is a subject which demands 
our most mature and devout con- 
sideration. The present proposed 
alterations, which have in view the 
shortening of the Service, allow 
only of omitting a part of some of 
the Lessons; and, on common oc- 
casions, of taking a shorter portion 
of the Psalms. As this at most 
can shorten the service but very 
little, and sometimes not at all; 
and as it shortens the Evening as 
much or nearly as much as it does 
the Morning Prayer, it is not, 7 
think, probable that the Convention 
will incur the inconvenience of al- 
tering the Prayer-Book to so little 
purpose. If it were permitted to o- 
mit the Ante-Communion Service 
when the Communion is not ad- 
ministered, and when the Epistle 
and Gospel are not particularly 
appropriate to the season; and 
when the Communion Service is 
used, to omit the Litany, excepting 
the season of lent, all parts of the 
service would be retained, and 
would in every Church be used.— 
And perhaps this, with some other 
small alterations, would give the 
most general satisfaction. 

I am well aware of the delicacy 
and the difficulties of this subject, 
and how necessary it is, if we 
would be accounted Churchmen, to 
eulogize the Liturgy, and to depre- 
cate as sacrilege even the least al- 
teration. But on this point I have 
little anxiety. Nursed as I have 
been from earliest infancy in the 
bosom of this Church, having pass- 
ed my whole life among Episco- 
palians, as much so perhaps as any 
man of my age in this country liv- 
ing; and having been above forty 
years a member of its communion, 
I have long since imbibed a deep 
prepossession (not to say preju- 
dice) in its favour. Nor have I,- 
(‘as we be slanderously reported, 
and as some affirm that” the fact 
is) been changed in my opinion re- 
specting it. That I am wholly 
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free even from bigotry I dare not 
affirm; but for many years I endea- 
voured impartially to examine the 
claims of our Church to scriptural 
orthodoxy, and primitive order; 
and the examination has confirmed 
me in the undoubting belief that 
her claims are wellfounded. Nor 
am I conscious of having ever said 
or done any thing inconsistent 
with such belief. I humbly trust 
that I have also, in some small de- 
gree, imbibed that truly liberal 
spirit of forbearance and charity 
which our Church, more than any 
other christian community on 
earth, inculcates; and which is not 
the least among the many proofs 
that she is indeed the Church of 
Christ. In what manner, and by 
what means the interest and pros- 
perity of this Church, and of true 
religion will best be promoted, 
there will be among us, it must be 
expected, some diversity of opin- 
ion: but in decided attachment to 
its order and worship, and in a 
sincere desire to promote its best 
good, I shall not yield to any one, 
however lofty or exclusive may be 
his pretensions. Though I may 
seem to “speak foolishly in this 
confidence of boasting,” this con- 
fession, you must well know, is not 
uncalled for, and I hope not inex- 
cusable. It is also in some degree 
necessary to give you a right view 
of the part I acted in the Conven- 
tion, on the subject of altering the 
Liturgy, and to prevent any wrong 
inference from what I take the li- 
berty of suggesting in this address. 
It is undoubtedly a fact that the 
greater part of those who belong 
to our Church, or would otherwise 
attend its worship, think our Morn- 
ing Service unreasonably and un- 
profitably long. By a judicious 
abbreviation we should probably 
increase the number of members 
and of course the blessings of be- 
ing members of this Church. Let 
it also be considered that by the 





alterations which I should sanction, 
no congregation would be obliged 
to omit any part of what is now in 
the Prayer-Book; I would but give 
permission to omit some parts 
when found expedient. Consider 
too that for those who themselves 
delight in using the whole service, 
(of whom I am very decidedly one) 
to enact authoritatively that none 
of our congregations shall worship 
God at all, except they will go 
through with all the services which 
we delight in, is a stretch of power 
which, to say the least, should be 
exercised with great prudence and 
moderation: and how far consis- 
tently with God’s word, it may be 
exercised, is worthy of some con- 
sideration. 

Some of our brethren whose 
characters we venerate, and whose 
opinions we justly respect, think it 
highly hazardous and imprudent 
to attempt any alterations of the 
Prayer-Book: that if we once com- 
mence there will be no end of in- 
novations till the Liturgy is de- 
stroyed. I apprehend no such re- 
sult. It has ever been the practice 
of the Church, and it is the under- 
standing of Churchmen, expressed 
in the Preface to their Prayer-Book, 
that it may and should be altered 
as times change and circumstances 
require. Can we seriously fear 
that such a learned, wise, and pi- 
ous body of Clergy and Laymen as 
compose our General Convention, 
will so mutilate or alter our forms 
of devotion as to impair their use- 
fulness? From matter of fact we 
have convincing proof that our 
people are not disposed to hasty 
and unprofitable changes; but very 
much the contrary. Itis rather 
‘to be feared that if a large and 
| suitable committee were appointed 
by the General Convention to ex- 
amine and report on this momen- 
tous subject, that they would not 
venture to propose all the improve- 





ments which the Liturgy will ad- 
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mit of. And whatever may be the 
final result of the propositions now 
before the public, (and what it 
ought to be I do not take it upon 
me to say) it is highly fitting that 
our people should think much on 
this subject, and not forget it in 
their prayers to Almighty God. 
Your attention, already too long 
wearied, is requested to one more 
subject, still more delicate, which 
has already been brought before 
one of our State Conventions, and 
may perhaps be proposed to this 
of the Diocess. Some years have 
now passed away, since in one of 
these public Addresses, I suggest- 
ed to the consideration of the Dio- 
cess, whether it is not expedient to 
divide it. Not that I am in any 
degree unwilling, while it shall 
please God to continue my strength 
to visit all our Churches as I have 
done. Such indeed is my affection 
for all those which I have been ac- 
customed to visit, and such my 
gratitude for many, very many 
kindnesses received, that the 
thought of seeing them no more 
must be exceedingly painful.— 
But the interest and the feelings 
of an individual are of but little 
consideration when weighed in the 
balance against the public good; 
and I have endeavoured to make 
no account of mine. Let the glo- 
ry of our Divine Master, and the 
prosperity of Zion, be our first and 
chief concern; and let Him dispose 
of us, in our private capacities, as 
to his unerring wisdom and mer- 
ciful goodness shall seem fitting. 
It is probable that a part if not 
the whole of this Diocess may soon 
be called to the election of a Bish- 
op. And though I would not wil- 
lingly say or do any thing to influ- 
ence your choice respecting any 
particular person, yet some gene- 
ral remarks on a subject of such 
deep concern will not be unsuita- 
ble to this time and occasion. Po- 
pular elections to offices of honour, 








emolument or power, are very na- 
turally and very generally produc- 
tive of intrigue, contention and 
party spirit; and there is reason 
certainly to apprehend that some- 
thing of these great evils may 
sometimes attend our Episcopal 


elections. True it is that if the. 


Episcopal Office were generally 
viewed and carefully preserved ex- 
actly what our Saviour intended; 
if they who are chief among his pieo- 
fle were more than others the ser- 
vants of ali; if Bishops were dis- 
tinguished chiefly in being more 
humble, and /abouring more abun- 
dantly than other ministers of 
Christ, the office would rarely de 
sought for; and rarely without 
trembling reluctance be received. 


Such is our corrupt nature, that 


the more the Episcopate is made 
attractive to human ambition, the 
greater will be the evils of contend- 
ing for it. As preservatives against 
such evils, permit me to suggest 
two things, which, if I have gained 
any thing by experience and obser- 
vation, and by reading the word of 
God, are worthy of your serious 
attention. 

The one is, far as is now practi- 
cable, to preserve the Episcofial Of- 
Jice in its frrimitive state, and divest- 
ed of all that is attractive ta a world- 
ly mind; then will fewer desire it 
who are not willing to spend and 
to be spent in the Lord’s work.— 
To put much power in the hands 
of an individual is generally dan- 
gerous, and of course, to do it un- 
necessarily is unwise. The power 
and patronage of Bishops should 
not be extended beyond what is 
expedient for the due exercise of 
their office. Each Diocess should 
be so small that its Bishop may 
annually visit every Church, and 
also, (with a Deacon or other as- 
sistant, if necessary,) have a paro- 
chial charge. How small the Dio- 
ceses were in the early ages, is evi- 
dent from the number of Bishops 
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who attended their Ecclesiastical 
Councils. The incalculable evils 
of the Papal and other overbearing 
hierarchies in the Church, arose 
chiefly from Bishops being suffer- 
ed gradually to ovtain rank and 
dignity and influence according to 
the magnitude, importance, and 
power of the cities or provinces, or 
kingdoms over which they presid- 
ed. That a State and a Diocess 
should be so identified as they 
seem to be with us, is a defect 
which it is hoped the good princi- 
ples and good sense of our people 
will soon remedy. The emolu- 
ments of this office should be no 
more than are necessary to a decent 
maintenance and an effectual per- 
formance of its arduous duties.— 
Perhaps no one thing has contrib- 
uted more to the prejudice against 


_Episcopacy than the pride, and 


“pomp and vanities,” which have 
so often disgraced the lives of those 
who have filled this sacred office. 
Their prerogatives are to visit and 
confirm the churches; to ordainelders 
and other ministers in every city 
and place where they are needed; 
and to give themselves more contin- 
ually than others, to frayer, and to 
the ministry of the word. Tocon- 
sider this office as in any degree 
exonerating us from any of these 
our more peculiar duties; to sup- 
pose that, in consequence of being 
thus exalted, we may preach less, 
and be excused from leading in so- 
cial prayer, is a strange perversion 
of this holy office.—Christ sends 
us as he did his apostles, particu- 
larly “to preach the Gospel.”— 
This is especially our business and 
duty; Bishops should be as apostles 
or missionaries, preaching, as their 
strength will admit and occasion 
offers, in every city and town and 
parish within their pastoral care. 

The other thing which I would 
suggest as a preservative against 
the evils to be apprehended from 


Episcopal elections, is, in selecting | 








persons to fill this office, to Aave 
regard solely to the honour of God, 
and the advancement of true re- 
ligion: to prefer such as are meet 
and well qualified “to exercise 
their ministry duly to the honour 
of God, and the edifying of his 
church.” It is desirable that a 
bishop should possess great learn- 
ing and eminent talents; but sound 
theology, prudence, piety, and ac- 
tive zeal, are indispensably neces- 
sary. Great literary attainments 
may aid the church as much, or 
nearly as much in the station of a 
parish minister, or of a professor 
in a college, or other seminary; but 
a true knowledge of the gospel 
system, and a holy zeal for its pro- 
pagation, tempered with prudence 
and charity, can in no other situa- 
tion be so useful, as in this office.— 
That elections to it may be con- 
ducted with harmony, and happily 
terminate, let all artifice, intrigue, 
and party spirit be not merely 
avoided, but detested. Our bless- 
ed Saviour ever spake ofienly, and 
in secret said nothing. The people 
are most likely to act uprightly and 
wisely when left to their unbiassed 
judgment and free choice. At- 
tempts to prepossess them in fa- 
vour of one candidate, or to preju- 
dice them against another, are 
generally dishonest and unchris- 
tian. “Let your eye be single, and 
your whole body shall be full of 
light.” In regard to the faith and 
zeal, and the religious views and 
feelings of those who are consider- 
ed as candidates for this office, 
those best qualified will be most 
diffident, and least willing to accept 
it. Its vast and awful responsibi- 
lity, none who justly view it, can 
without much fear incur. Its la- 
bours, and cares, and privations, if 
duly considered, not many are wil- 
ling toendure. For its difficulties, 
its devotedness to God, and its 
wise execution, who can think 
himself sufficient? The seeking of 
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such an office is of itself a disqual- 
ification; nolo episcofariis truly the 
sentiment and feeling of an humble 
soul, and pious heart. 

To other points would I gladly 


ready much too long detained you. 
My chief apology is, that in this 
way I can, most conveniently for 
all concerned, perform what the 
Church makes my duty of deliver- 
ing Charges to the Cle: gy, and 
Pastoral Addresses to the people 
of the Diocess. 

Much cause have we of thank-¥+ 
fulness for the degree of prosperi- | 
ty which the Lord is every year) 
bestowing upon our Church in| 
these United States.—Yet, when 
we consider that this Church, in 
our view, certainly is most autho- 
dox and scriptural, even ‘the ground 
and pillar of truth,’ to us it must 
seem strange and deplorable that 
its growth is not more rapid—that 
in all the population of this vast 
empire we have so few congrega- 
tions, and many of those few so 
very small. For this undoubtedly 








to be well assured that the cause | 
is not our fault. Is the defect in| 
our Constitution and Canons? Then | 
let them be revised. Is there any | 
thing in our Liturgy or manner of 
worship which is unnecessarily of- 
fensive to serious, candid, pious 
people, and keeps such from our 
communion? Let the offence be 
removed. Does this slowness of 


against our Communion? then 
should we do all that in reason we 
can do to remove those prejudices. 
Those tenets which we believe im- 
portant to the salvation of men, we 
must earnestly contend for; but 
things not essential, if in fact they 
keep men from embracing what is 
necessary, should for that reason 
be relinquished. Or is the defect 
rather in the faith and piety and 








zeal of our Bishops and other Cler- 
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gy? Take good heed then whom 
you elect to the Episcopal Office, 
and whom you recommend for the 
sacred ministry. And let us who 
already have some grade in “this 
office and ministration” take heed 
to ourselves and to our doctrine.— 
We of the Episcopal Church oc- 
cupy, as we humbly believe, a most 
important station among the ranks 
of Christ’s militant host; we stand 
on the middle ground between the 
errors of those who on the one hand 
corrupt the true faith, and dimin- 
ish the power of religion by human 
inventions; doctrines of men; use- 
less ceremonies; superstitious rites; 
unauthorized traditions; idolatrous | 
worship and veneration of saints 
and relics: and of those on the 
other hand, who degrade or muti- 
late religion; who either distort 
the features of the Gospel, or re- 
ject the essential doctrines of 
Christ, making his cross of no ef- 
fect. If such be indeed the very 
important stand which the Lord 
hath assigned us, let us be consis- 
tent with ourselves, and faithful to 
our God. “Turn not fo the right 
hand or to the left.” Let us show 


‘our Churchmanship, and evangeli- 


cal zeal, “not in word and tongue, 
but in deed and in truth.” Let it 
be seen that our religion is indeed 
primitive and apostolic, by our 
manifesting that spirit which was 
in Christ, and that holy zeal which 
shone in his first apostles. 
ALexanDEeR V., GriswoLp. 
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Finding that a place is given in 
the Episcopal Register for the pro- 
posed remarks on meetings for 
prayer and religious conference, 
the further patience of your read- 
ers is requested. And permit me 
to repeat, that I appear before the 


















































public as an advocate, not for the 
meetings, but for truth; with the 
humble hope, and sincere desire of 
removing some of the prejudices 
which seem to exist against those 
who attend them; and if God shall 
vouchsate his blessing, of promot- 
ing harmony and love among the 
members of our communion. 

The. principal objection against 
the meetings in question, is their 
evil tendency. If no more weré 
meant by this objection, than that 
they are sometimes abused and 
made the occasion of various evils, 
it would be unnecessary to offer any 
thing in theit defence. For what 
religion, or what part of religion 
can be named which has not been 
so abused and made productive of 
evil effects? Our blessed Saviour 
was particular in forewarning his 
disciples that such abuse, and to a 
very great extent, would be made 
of his gospel; and most lamentably 
in all ages of his Church, have his 
predictions been verified. And we 
know well what use the enemies of 
Christianity have made of its abu- 
ses, to prejudice the world against 
it. The disciples of Christ have 
much warning, and much reason 
to be cautious how they use or 
countenance such fallacious reason- 
ing. Itis the grand art of Satan, 
to frustrate every thing good, by 
perverting it to evil effects. It is 
not indicative of a good cause, that 
the opposers of these meetings 
should so much urge the stale ar- 
gument of their abuse; and it is not 
a little encouraging to those who 





attend the meetings, that with the 
disposition which has been mani- | 
fested to disparage them, and after | 
searching over the whole face of | 
the earth to discover their itl | 
effects, so little has been found. | 
And if the argument from thus 
little is to be of weight, how are 
we to defend other usages in the | 
Church? What for instance, might 
not be said of the celebration of 
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our Lord’s nativity! For want of 
evidence at home, the ministers of 
foreign nations have been called on 
to bear testimony against meetings 
for prayer. Let then thousands of 
the most pious ministers of foreign 
countries, testify, how for cen- 
turies, Christmas has, not in a few 
instances, but even generally, been 
observed! What revellings, in- 
temperance, and dissipation, to the 
great disgrace of the Christian 
name, have been, and still are, in 
most parts of the Christian world, 
the effects of observing that festi- 
val. It must for hundreds of years, 
and in thousands of places, have 
been in God’s sight, as great an 
abomination as what in such strong 
language he condemns in the first 
chapter of the prophet Isaiah. 
And yet truly devout christians, 
who feel pious gratitude and holy 
joy, in contemplating the “un- 
speakable gift” of a Divine Saviour, 
are strengthened and edified by 
celebrating his birth: and they 
would deem it very unjust and un- 
christian to be censured and con- 
demned for observing Christmas, 
because even millions make it an 
occasion of frolic and carnal fes- 
tivity. 

In denouncing these meetings in 
our Churches, it is usual to urge 
their effect, and the disorders they 
produce among other denomina- 
tions of our christian brethren.— 
But this is no just criterion: their 
notions of doctrine, order, and dis- 
cipline, and their standard of zeal 
and religious feeling, differ from 
ours. Comparatively speaking, 
their religious systems tend more 
to ardour and enthusiasm; ours to 
moderation and formality. What 
we deem irregularity and confu- 
sion, many of them conceive to be 
the life and power of religion. 

Nor is it necessary in the pre- 
sent question, nor likely to bring it 
to a fair issue, to urge the opinions 
of men, and the practice of chris- 





tians in other countries, Facts 
and circumstances at such a dis- 
tance, cannot be so accurately as- 
certained; besides, what should al- 
so be considered, the habits and 
general information of the people, 
and the state of religion, are differ- 
ent in foreign countries, from what 
they are in this. It is not believed 
that the meetings which Mr. Scott, 
and other English clergymen, have 
found to be productive of evils, 
are the same as ours here. And 
were they similar, they have been 
in our country so extensively intro- 
duced, and of so long continuance, 
that from our own experience and 
observation, we may form a far 
more correct judgment of their ex- 
pediency and utility. Our Clergy, 
it is believed, have no need of send- 
ing to England, to ascertain what 
manner of meetings will be useful 
in their parishes. If in any in- 
stance, or any place, these meet- 
ings are found to be productive of 
ill effects, more than good, it is the 
power of the presiding minister to 
suppress them. 

It is indeed not a little remark- 
able, and shows the paucity of evi- 
dence against these mectings, that 
Mr. Scott’s testimony should be so 
often brought forward in various 
quarters of the world, from India 
to the United States, and by those, 
too, who, on any point at variance 
with their own opinion, would not, 
itis believed, deem his authority 
of much weight. The ministry of 
the Rev. Devereux Jarratt, has fre- 
quently been exhibited or alluded 
to, apparently for the purpose of 
showing the ill effects of prayer- 
meetings, and of labouring “out of 
season,’ to save the souls of men. 
Of the history of his labours, the 
writer of this article has but little 
knowledge: so far as that little will 
authorize him to judge, few have 
been more faithful, or more suc- 
cessful in the ministry, than Mr. 
Jarratt. He appears to have been 
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instrumental in turning many to 
righteousness, If large numbers 
of those who had been awakened 
by his preaching, afterwards ceased 
to walk with him, the same was 
true of our blessed Saviour. And 
of those who left the communion 
of Mr. J’s. Church, many, probably 
the greater part, did not renounce 
Christianity, but continued pious 
disciples of Christ till their death. 
And what is most to the purpose, 
a very large number of communi- 
cants, several hundreds it is said, 
continued steadfast with their pas- 
tor, till his death. Were his cleri- 
cal brethren of the same time, and 
the same state, who disapproved 
of prayer-meetings, more success- 
ful in the ministry than he? 

On questions of this nature, we 
might expect that the opinion of 
“the pions Mr. Nelson,” would 
have much more weight with 
Churchmen, than that of Mr. Scott. 
Speaking of such voluntary meet- 
ings in England, he says, in the 
preface to his much esteemed work 
on the Festivals and Fasts of the 
Church. “Upon this occasion I 
think it a great piece of justice to 
acknowledge and commend the fi- 
ous and devout practices of the reli- 
gious Societies, who, in this point, 
as well as in many others, distin- 
guish themselves by their regular 
conformity and obedience to tlie 
laws of the Church. While they 
pay that deference they profess to 
their parochial ministers, and are 
ready to be governed by their di- 
rections, and are willing to submit 
their rules and orders to the judg- 
ment of the reverend Clergy, 1 can- 
not apprehend but that they must 
be very serviceable to the interests 
of religion, and may contribute very 
much to revive that true spirit of 
christianity, which was so much the 
glory of the primitive times. And I 
see no reason why men may not 
meet and consult together to im- 
frrove one another in christian know: 
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ledge, and by mutual advice, take 
measures how best to further their 
own salvation, as well as that of 
their neighbours, when the same 
liberty is taken for the improve- 
ment of trade, and for carrying on 
the pleasures and diversions of hie. 
And for those objections which are 
urged against these Societies from 
some Canons of the Church, they 
seem to be founded upon a mis- 
understanding of the sense of those 
Canons.” Such is the judgment 
of that charity which our Church, 
more than any other Church on 
earth, inculcates; and such the lan- 
guage of those who most sincerely 
and impartially seek its peace and 
vital prosperity. The meetings in 
Rhode-Island, which have been 
so severely censured, remarkably 
agree with what Mr. Nelson here 
so cordially commends, and thinks 
it a great piece of justice to com- 
mend; and here they have, in all 
human appearance, actually prov- 
ed, what he supposes, they must be 
very serviceable to the interests of 
religion, and have, we humbly 
hope, contributed something, if not 
very much, to revive the true Spirit 
of Christianity. The laymen who 
attend the meetings, do fay that 
deference they profess, and (ought 
to pay) to their parochial ministers, 
and are ready to be governed by 
their directions However they may 
desire such meetings, the people 
presume not to continue them, in 
case they have not the consent at 
least of their respective pastors. 
Our Rectors, or settled ministers, 
are, by the authority of the Church, 
appointed the rulers of their re- 
spective parishes; and to them the 
people should immediately look as 
their spiritual guides. If the pas 

tors err, they are amenable to the 
higher authorities. While the 


people pay this deference to their 
Spiritual guides, it is highly un- 
Just, and “inconsistent with the 
principles of Churchmen,” to cen- 





, 





sure them for attending the meet- 
ings. None, we repeat, are more 
respectful, or more affectionate to 
their pastors thanthey. None are 
more ready to strengthen the 
hands, and to profit by the minis- 
trations of the Clergy. Generally 
speaking, none are more constant 
at the Lord’s table, and in family 
prayer. Indeed there are few be- 
sides pious communicants, who 
constantly attend the meetings. If 
on any occasion, whether on the 
Lord’s Day, or at other seasons, 
the church be opened for public 
worship, these of all christians, 
are (still generally speaking,) most 
sure to be present.—And dare we 
accuse, and judge and condemn such 
people’? Dare we hold them up to 
the abhorrence of christians, and 
the scorn of the world, as the ene- 
mies of the Church, and of true 
religion? Is it not more agree- 
able to the Spirit of Christ, to say 
for their comfort, “Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake?” 

It is indeed affirmed that exfe- 
rience has shown that the meetings 
in question have an evil tendency: 
but it must be general experience 
which can prove any thing to this 
purpose. A few instances, though 
found both in England and Ameri- 
ca, would only prove’ that good 
things may be abused and discred- 
ited. By such reasoning we can 
prove that Christ “came not to 
bring peace on earth, but a sword:” 
—that his Gospel is of evil tenden- 
cy. After the experience of many 
years, the Churchmen of Rhode- 
Island have not found the practice 
in question of evil tendency. Their 
members have not gone from 
them, nor have they become preach- 
ers among other sects; the effect 
has been very much the contrary. 
Many from other denominations 
have united with us, and have be. 
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come firmly attached to the Epis- 
copal Church; of these, several are 
now among the most useful minis 
ters in our Church, and are labour- 
ing in various parts of the United | 
States. The meetings have been 
of no little use in removing the) 
prejudices against this Church, | 
which, throughout New England, 


so much and unhappily prevail; in) 


convincing many that our religion | 
does not consist wholiy of forms: 
and ceremonies; that we, no less | 
than other Christians, have a veri- | 
ous concern for the salvation of 
ourselves and others. | 
The most candid of those who. 
are opposed to prayer-meetings, | 
admit that this subject is “a ques- | 
tion of expediency.”” That God’s 
word forbids such meetings, no| 
one probably will venture to affirm 
That the Church forbids them, no_ 
one has been able to show. And 
should she disapprove, nothing 
hinders that she should forbid. 
them. And if it be, as certainly it 


is, a question of expediency, what. 
jndges can be more fit or compe- 
tent to decide the question, than_ 
our parochial clergy, each one in> 


his own parish? Any Clergyman | 
who is incapable of judging in this | 
case, cannot be qualified for the | 
pastoral charge. Supposing that 
they are sq qualified, and their be- | 
ing continued in that office, is a/ 
proof that they are so esteemed, | 

and to their decision we may safe- | | 
ly leave the question. They best | 
know, each one in his own parish, 
what the people need, and what 
means and efforts it pleases God to 
bless among them. Noone can be 
ignorant, that what is profitable in | 
one place, and among one people, 
may in another place be worse | 
than useless. Some things our 
Saviour has commanded, and o- 
thers he has forbidden; sind others 
still he has left to the discretion of 
his ministers, and other christians, 
to be done or not, as prudence dic- 
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tates, or circumstances require. 
In his own example too, has he 
taught, that “all things which are 
lawful, are not expedient.” In 
some places he found the people so 
hardened and indisposed to profit 
by his ministry, that he could not 
with wisdom and fitness, work 
many miracles among them; and his 
practice was to teach the pfeofile as 
they were able to hear. His Apos- 
tles followed his example, feeding 
with milk, those who were unable 
to receive the stronger meat of the 
word. As far as truth would ad- 
mit, and circumstances required, 
their ministry was accommodated 
to the ignorance, and state, and 
prejudices of the people; they ée- 


'came all things to all men, that by 


all means they might save some. 
St. Paul, especially, who excelled 
in spiritual gifts, and daboured more 
abundantly than the other Apos- 


| tles, while, with unshaken fidelity, 


he adhered to the true foundation 
of Christ, and in whatever is sin- 
ful, was rigid and unaccommoda- 
ting, in other things extended the 
conciliating system farther than 
any of us now would deem expe- 
dient. Let us be permitted, ata 
humble distance, to follow the steps 
of this “blessed Apostle;” and we 
shall no longer hear. the pious 
members of our communion con- 
demned or censured, for meeting 
together to talk of the Lord’s mer- 
cies; to pray for themselves and 
others, and to exhort each other to 
steadfastness and perseverance. 
There is reason to fear that some 
write and speak against these meet- 
ings, more from prejudice than 
knowledge. They who have not 
attended them, can be no better 
qualified to judge of their use, than 
they who have not attended our 
public worship, to judge of our 
By the latter we are 
told, and they endeavour to prove 
that our printed prayers produce, 
of course, a lifeless formality; by 
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the former, that prayer-meetings || and Canons of our Church better 
are productive of spiritual pride, |; observed thanin Rhode-Island. If 
and many evils. They both can j, others make an ill use of the ordi- 
urge very plausible reasons; but we || nance of preaching, or of the cele- 
who judge from long and decided || bration of Christmas, or of confer- 
experience, are convinced that both ence "meetings, let those who are 
are mistaken. In either case those | disposed and accustomed to make 
evils may be, and in too many in- || a good use of the same things, en- 
stances no doubt, they have been | joy these privileges quietly, and 
produced; but they are no less the || without reproach. A large part of 
necessary consequence in the one |! our communicants in this state do 
case than in the other. If they || not attend the meetings; and for 


' 

| 

who frequent our solemn assem- || this I have never heard them blam- 
‘ed. If they spend their evenings 


blies, and devoutly use our service, 
find it lifeless and unsatisfying to || better, we rejoice and bless God. 


a pious mind, they may with better | Happy would it be did all observe 
reason condemn itsuse. And they I the most excellent rule of charity 
who attend the prayer-meetings, || given in the 14th chapter of the 
and find in them no religious im- | Romans. Then “he that regard- 
provement, may well forsake them. || eth the day, would regard it unto 
And if it be a known fact, and |) the Lord; and he that regardeth 
generally true, that they who fre- | not the day, to the Lord he would 
quent these meetings, are less pi- i not regard it:—he would neither 
ous, and less humble than other |) presume nor desire to judge ano- 
christians; if they are more worldly 4; ther man’s servant, but to his own 
and vain, and wicked; if they are || Master let him stand or fall. The 
not so constant, nor so devout at |! evil most to be feared, and most 
Church; if they are less given to || prevalent among us, is lukewarm- 
prayer, and often absent from the |! ness. With shame must we ack- 
Lord’s Table; if they are less re. || nowledge that we incline to be cold 
eardful of the lawful government, || rather than hot. Enthusiasm is as 
and “godly admonitions” of their || rare in our churches as a scorching 
spiritual rulers; if they are not so |; sun in a northern winter: the mer- 
constant in family prayer, and || cury of our zeal is constantly be- 
generally not so good christians, , low the degree of temperature. 

this certainly is some good proof | ( Zo be continued.) 

that the mebtings are of evil tend- || 

ency; and till this be proved, with | 
what truth or justice is it affirmed | 
that experience has shown them to |! THE LIFE OF FAITH. 

be of evil tendency? Wf meetings of | Being the substance of a Letter found in 
the like nature in other parts have || the Study of the Kev. Joseph Belcher, 
produced bad effects, we are not | after his decease. 

answerable. After long experience, || Dear Broruer, 

we have not, ta the Lord’s praise Your letter I received, and 
be it said, discovered any of those || thought on your question; How 
bad effects, which some of our bre- || to five in this world so as to live in 
thren apprehend. A regard for |; Heaven?’ This subject I have of- 
the Prayer-Book has not, in any || ten occasion to study. It is hard 
degree, been diminished, but the {}/to keep the helm up against so 
contrary: it is the full belief of the || many cross winds as we meet with. 
present writer, that in no one of |} That man knows not his own heart 
the United States are the Rubricks |} who finds it not difficult to break 
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through the entanglements of the ' 
world. Creature-smiles stop and | 
entice away the affections from | 
Jesus Christ: creature-frowns en- | 
compass and agitate the spirit, | 
that it thinks it doth weil to be an- | 
gry; both ways grace is aloser. We | 
all have need to watch and pray, | 
lest we enter into temptation. The | 
greatest of your conflicts and caus- | 
es of complaints, arise from any 

neglect here. Temptations follow | 
tempters. There are two predo- | 
minant sins in the temper of every 
heart. . Pride is one in all men in 
the world. I wiil tell you famili- | 
arly what Ged hath done for my 

soul, and what I find for it: 1 am_ 
come to a conclusion to look after | 
no great matters in the world, but | 
to know Christ and him crucified. | 
I make the best way in a low gale. | 
A high spirit and a high sail to- | 
gether will be dangerous; and: 
therefore I prepare to live low. I 

desire not much; I pray against it. | 
My study is my calling. By my | 
secluded retirement I have the | 
vantage to observe how every day’s 

occasions insensibly wear off the| 
heart from God, and bury it in self, | 
which they who live in the world | 
cannot be sensible of. I have seem- 
ed to see a need of every thing God | 
gives me, and to want nothing that 
he denies me. There is no dispen- | 
sation, though afflictive, but either 
in it, or after it, I find I could not 
be without it; whether it be taken 
from me or not given to me, soon- 
er or later, God quiets me in him- 
self without it. I cast all my con- 
cerns on the Lord, and live secure- 
ly on the care and wisdom of my 
heavenly Father. My ways, you 
know, are in some sense hedged 
up with thorns, and grow darker 
and darker daily; but yet I dislike 
not my God in the least, and live 
more quietly in the absence of all, 
by faith, than I should da, I am 
persuaded if I possessed them. I 





think the Lord deals kindly with 


me, to make me trust him for all 
my mercies before I have them. I 
find that while faith is steady, no- 
thing can disquiet me, and wher 
faith totters, nothing can establish 
me. If 1 tumble out amongst 
means and creatures, I am present- 
ly lost, and can come to no end; 
but if I stay myself on God, and 
leave him to work in his own way 
and time, I am at rest, and can sit 
down and rest in a promise, when 
a thousand rise up against me.— 


|| Therefore, my way is not to in- 
‘\-dulge anxious care, but to work 


with God by the day; “sufficient 
for the day is the evil thereof.” I 
find so much to do continually with 
my calling, and my heart, that I 
have no time to puzzle myself with 
peradventures and futurities. As 
to the state of the times, it is very 
gloomy; but faith lies at anchor in 
the midst of the waves, and believes 
the accomplishment of the promise 
through allthose overturnings,con- 
fusions, and seeming impossibili- 
ties. Upon this God do I live, 
who is our God forever, and will 
guide us unto death. Methinks I 
lie becalmed in his bosom, as Lu- 
ther says. I am not much con- 
cerned,—let Christ see toit. God 
doth continue faithful; and “faith- 
ful is He that hath promised, who 
will do it.” I believe these dark 
times will be, by and by, a bright 
morning. Many things more I 
might have said, but enough. O 
brother! keep close to God, and 
then you need fear nothing. Main- 
tain secret and intimate communion 
with Gof, and then a little of the 
creature will goagreat way. Take 
time for duties in private, crowd 
not religion into a corner of the 
day. There is a Dutch proverb, 
“Nothing is got by thieving, nor 
lost by praying.” Lay up all your 
good in God, so as to overbalance 
the sweetness and bitterness of all 
creatures. Spend no time anxious- 
ly in fore-hand contrivances for 
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the world; they never succeed: God 
will run his dispensations another 
way. Self-contrivances are the ef- 
fects of unbelief: I can speak by ex- 
perience. Would men spend those 
hours they run out in plots and de- 
vices, in communion with God, 
and leave all on him by venturesome 
believing, they would have more 
peace and comfort. I leave you 
with your God and mine. The 
Lord Jesus be with your spirit.— 
Pray for your own soul, pray-for 
Jerusalem, and pray earnestly for 
your poor brother. J. B. 


TEMPERANCE ANECDOTE. 


A physician in New England, of 
a facetious disposition, who had 
long practised, according to the 
customs of the day, giving and re- 
ceiving wine and spirits in the so- 
cial circle, became convinced of 
the evil of such a course about a 
year ago, and took the following 
method of arresting the influence 
of custom. Having several friends 
one day at his own house, he had 
his decanters produced as usual, 
and said to the company; “Gentle- 
men will you help yourselves?— 
Here are wine, and brandy, and 
gin, and arsenic; all are poisons; 
some slower in their operations 
than others, but equally sure; take 
your choice.” 


INTERESTING TRAIN OF INCI- 
DENTS. ° 

The following account is given 
by the Rev. Leigh Richmond, as 
having been related by a minister, 
in a meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

A drunkard was one day stagger- 
ing in drink on the brink of the 
sea. His little son by him, three 
years of age, being very hungry, 
solicited him for something to eat. 





ANECDOTE, XC, NOV. 


The miserable father, conscious of 
/his poverty, and of the criminal 
cause of it, in a kind of rage, occa- 
|sioned by his intemperance and 
despair, hurled the little innocent 
| into the sea, and made off with 
ihimself. The poor little suffer, 
| finding a floating plank by his side 
/on the water, clung to it. The 
| wind soon wafted him with the 
| plank out to sea. A British man 
| of war, passing by, discovered the 
| plank and child; and a sailor, at 
| the risk of his life, plunged into 
| the sea and brought him on board. 
| He could inform them little more 
than that his name was Jack. They 
gave him the name of foor Jack. 
He grew up on board that man of 
war, behaved well, and gained the 
love of all the officers and men.— 
He became an officer of the sick 
and woundeddepartment. During 
an action of the late war, an aged 
man came under his care, nearly 
in a dying state. He was all kind- 
ness and attention to the stranger, 
but could not save his life. The 
aged parent was dying, and thus 
addressed this kind young officer: 
“For the great attention you have 
shown me, I give you this only 
treasure I am possessed of—(pre- 
senting him with a Bible, bearing 
the stamp of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society.) It was given 
/me by a lady; has been the means 
of my conversion; and has been a 
great comfort to me.—Read it, it 
will lead you in the way you should 
go.’ He went on to confess the 
wickedness and profligacy of his 
life, before the reception of his 
Bible; and, among other enormi- 
ties, how he once cast a little son, 
three years old, into the sea, be- 
cause he cried to him for needed 
.food! The young officer inquired 
‘of him the time and place, and 
found here was his own history.—~ 
i Reader, judge if you can, of his 
, feelings. to recognize in this dying 
| old man, his own father, dying a 
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penitent, under his care! And 
judge of the feelings of the dying 
penitent to find that the same kind 
young stranger was his son; the 
very son whom he plunged into the 
sea; aid had no idea but that he 
had immediately perished! A de- 
scription of their mutual feelings 
will not be attempted. The old 
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man soon after expired in the arms 
of his son. The latter left the ser- 
vice, and became a pious preacher 
of the gospel. On closing this 
story, the minister, in the meeting 
of the Bible Society, bowed to the 
chairman, and said, “ Sir, Jam poor 
Jack.” 


Literary aid jhilosephical Kutelligeuce. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Religious Magazine, or Spirit of the 
Foreign Theological Journals and Re- 
views. No.1. Approved by Clergymen 
of the Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, 
and Episcopal Churches. Published e- 
very month, by E. Littell, 88 Chesnut 
street, Philadelphia. Price Six Dollars 
a year, if paid in advance—or Seven Dol- 
Jars and a Half, if not paid in advance. 
8vo pp. 96. 

This work ison the same plan as the 
Museum of Foreign Literature, published 
by the same person with much success. 
The design of the Publisher will best be 
seen by an extract from his Prospectus. 
The Magazine “it is proposed to form by 
selections of the best articles from the 
various religious magazines and reviews 
of Europe. These are now numerous, 
and we have made such arrangements as 
will enable us to receive an extensive 
collection of them, without regard to de- 
nomination, at the earliest possible peri- 
ed. With this view, no labour will be 
spared. ‘These selections will be care- 
fully rade, with a reference solely to the 
merit of the papers, and their tendency 
to advance the interests of pure evangeli- 
cal religion. No article which can afford 
grounds of offence to any orthodox Pro- 
testant denomination, will, at any time, 
be admitted. The general principles of 
the Christian Observer may be referred 
to as a standard by which we shall be 
guided. It is, however, distinctly stated 
that we will not attempt to make the 
publication subservient to the purposes 
of any particular denomination. We 
shall select from Presbyterian or Episco 
pal, Methodist or Baptist writers, accord- 
ing as their papers shall best answer the 
purposes of the publication 

“Having access to all the sources of li- 
terary information, we shall be able to 
give onr readers an early account of eve- 
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ry new work which will tend to practical 
improvement, or increase the stock of 
theological learning.” 


An Essay on the Importance of consi- 
dering the subject of Religion Address- 
ed particularly to men of Education. By 
John Foster, Author of Essays on Deci- 
sion of Character, &c. Boston. 1827. 
8vo pp. 172 . 

Dialogues between the Rev. Dr. An- 
drew Fuller and a Regular Baptist. 

. Letters from Europe, comprising the 
Journal of a ‘Tour through Ireland, Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, Italy, and Swit- 
zerland, in the years 1825, ’26, and ’27. 
By N.H. Carter. 2 vols. 8vo. New York. 
G.& C. Carvill. 1827, 

The American Chesterfield; being Se- 
lections from Chesterfield’s Letters,’ and 
from ether Authors on the Subject of Po- 
liteness: Suited to the youth of the U- 
nited States. By a Member of the Phi- 
ladelphia Bar, Philadelphia. J. Grigg. 

Dunnallan: or Know what you Judge. 
By the Author of Decision, Father Cle- 
ment, &c. 2vols. 8vo. Boston. 1827. 

An pitome of History, with Histori- 
cal and Chronological Charts. By J. E. 
Worcester. 18mo. pp. 130. Cambridge. 
Hillard & Brown. 1827. 

Memoirs of the Life of Joseph Alleine, 
author of “An Alarm to the Unconvert- 
ed.” By his Widow, Mrs. Theodosia 
Alleine. Philadelphia 

The Life of Philip, the Indian Chief. 
Salem. Whipple & Lawrence, 

A Manual of Descriptive Anatomy of 
the Human Body, illustrated by 240 Li- 
thographic Plates. By Jules Cloquet, M. 
D. ‘Translated by John D. Godman, M. 
D. Boston. W.& J. Pendleton. 1827, 

An Account of sundry Missions per- 
formed among the Senecas and Munsees, 
in a Series of Letters. By Timothy Al- 
New-York. J. Seymour. 1827. 
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A Sketch of the Politics, Relations, 
and Statistics of the Western World, in- 
tended to demonstrate the Necessity of 
the Grand American Confederation and 
Alliance. Philadélphia. R. H. Small. 
pp- 200. 8vo. 

The Influence of a good Taste upon 
the Moral Affections. An Address deli- 
vered at Amherst College, before the A- 
Jexandrian Society, the Thursday prece- 
ding Commencement. Aug. 21, 1827, 
By Daniel A. Clark, A. M. Pastor of the 
Church in Bennington, Vt. Amherst, 


AMERICAN EDITIONS OF FOREIGN WORKS, 


The Poor Man’s Preservative against 
Popery, addressed to the lower classes of 
Great Britain and Ireland. By the Rev. 
Joseph Blanco White, formerly Chaplain 
tu the King of Spain, in the Royal Cha- 
pel of Seville; Fellow, and once Rector, 
of the College of St. Mary a Jesu of the 
same town; Synodal examiner of the Di- 
ocess of Cadiz; Member of the Royal A- 
cademy of Belles-Lettres, of Seville, &c. 
&e. &e-; now a Clergyman of the Church 
of England. Georgetown, D.C. James 
C. Dunn, 1827. 12mo. pp.120. Price 
25 cents. 

The Economy of Human Life, trans- 
lated from an Indian Manuscript, written 
by an Ancient Bramin, Cambridge. 
Hillard & Brown. 18mo. pp. 1153. 

The History of Roman Literature, from 
the Earliest Period to the Augustan Age. 
Ky John Dunlop. Philadelphia.  E. 
Littell. 2 vols. 8vo. 

The History of the Rebellion and Civil 
Wars in England. To which is added, 
an Historical View of the Affairs of Ire- 
land. By Edward, Earl of Clarendon. 
First and Second Volumes: Boston. 
Wells & Lilly. 

The Spirit of Contemporary Poetry. 
No. I. and Ll. Boston. True & Green. 
8vo. pp- 45. 

A History of Modern Greece, with a 
View of the Geography, Antiquities, and 
Present Condition of that Country. Bos- 
ton. Republished by Nathan Hale. 
pp. 503. 

Familiar Letters between a Mother 
and her Daughter. -By Mrs. Taylor, and 
jane Taylor. Boston. James Loring. 

‘The Living and the Dead. By a Coun- 
try Curate. New York. J.& 8S. Harp- 
er. 12mo. 


FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS. 
Biographical History of the Christian 
Church; from the Commencement of the 











Christian Era to the time of Wickliffe, 
the Reformer. By J. W. Morris. 2 vols. 
8vo. 16s. 

St. Helena Memoirs. An account of 
the remarkable revival of Religion, that 
took place at St. Helena, during the last 
years of Exile of Napoleon Buonaparte. 
In Two Parts. By Thomas Robson. Se- 
cond Edition. 12mo. 3s. 

Lectures on the Psalms. By the late 
Rev. John Ewart, A. M. 3 vols. 8vo. 

Original Sermons. By the late Rev. H. 
King, of Trinity College, Dublin. 8vo. 

Now publishing, in numbers, an inte- 
resting work, entitled, “The Manners 
and Customs of all Nations,’”’ by the Rev. 
J. Platts. 


Russian Literature.-Since the introduc- 
tion of printing presses into Russia, from 
1553 to 1823, there have been published 
in the Russian and the Slavonic langua- 
ges—which is the mother of the former— 
13,249 original works and translations. 

The blind poet, J. J. Koslov, has trans- 
lated Lord Byron’s Bride of Abydos inte 
Russian; and has received from the Em- 
peror Nicolas, 2,000 rubles, and from the 
Empress a diamond ring. 

A still more munificent encouragement 
to genius was lately given by the same 
prince, to the poet Nicolaus Iwanowitseh 
Gneditch, for the translation of Homer’s 
Iliad into Russian hexameters, by settling 
upon him a pension for life, of 3,000 
rubles.— Christ. Akememb. May 1827. 


Magnetism.—By the aid of the very 
sensitive magnetic needle, invented by 
M. Lebaillif, a singular property has been 
discovered in bismuth and antimony. On 
bringing these metals near the poles of 
the needle, they exercise on one pole as 
well ason the other, a very evident re- 
pulsive power. After numerous experi- 
ments, they appear to be the only metals 
which exhibit this phenomenon.— /é. 


Map of Turkey and Greece.—A map 
of Turkey and Greece, drawn up by M. 
Lepie, from materials collected by the 
French ambassador at Constantinople, 
and Baron Tremelin, has resolved the 
problem of the length of the ancient 
stadia, and has demonstrated that they 
were 700 to a degree. Strabo, for ex- 
ample, reckons it 200 stadia from Corinth 
to Argos; and Pausanius, 660 from Spar- 
ta to Olympia. These are the exact dis- 
tances fuand on the new map on stadia 


of 700 to a degree. 
[ Christ. Obs. May, 1827 
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THE POPE.—-GERMANY.—TURKEY. 


Neligious Uuntelligeuce. 


ARTFUL POLICY OF THE POPE. 


The King of Saxony has lately 
concluded a concordat with the 
Pope, by which important privi- 
leges have been yielded to the Vi- 
car-Apostolic, the head of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church there. This 
has filled all Germany with appre- 
henstons. For while the Protes- 
tant population in this kingdom a- 
mounts to 1,300,000, there are but 
from 30 to 40,000 Roman Catholics, 
to whom much has been sacrificed. 
The Vicar-Apostolic, by the King’s 
order, already takes precedence of 
the Protestant Clergy of equal sta- 
tion in their own Church, and his 
salary exceeds the income of any 
five or six Protestant dignitaries, 
although the latter beloug to the 
established Church of the king- 
dom. 


EVANGELICAL RELIGION IN GER- 
MANY. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. B: 
Kurtz, dated Erfurt, (Prussia,) May 
14, 1827. 

In Germany the religion of the 
Redeemer is gaining ground, Ra- 
tionalists, so called, by which is 
meant a large and learned class of 
people in this hemisphere, some- 
what similar to our Christians, yet 
whose principles are often even 
more objectionable than those of 
the rankest Socinians, are begin- 
ning to be ashamed of themselves, 
and though they formerly gloried 
in the name of rationalists, they now 
entirely disclaim the appellation, 
and their ranks (a few years ago 
so formidable,) have of late been 
considerably thinned by the in- 
creasing and overpowering influ- 
ence of true evangelical ‘religion. 
In Berlin, the metropolis of Prussia, 
a very populous and splendid city, 
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where I spent seven weeks, and 
therefore had an opportunity to 
become acquainted with the state 
of religious matters, the cause of 
Christ is triumphant. A few years 
since this great city was in a most 
deplorable condition, both in a mo- 
ral and religious point of view.— 
Christ was banished from the pul- 
pit as well as from the desk of the 
professor, unbelief and scepticism 
were the order of the day, and he 
who dared to declare his belief in 
the Scriptures as the inspired word 
of God, was laughed at as a poor, 
ignorant mystic: and now the very 
reverse of all this is a fact. In no 
city have I met with so many hum- 
ble and cordial followers of the 
Lamb; in the University a mighty 
change has taken place, and from 
almost every pulpit the cause of the 
Redeemer is ably vindicated, and 
the efficacy of his atoning blood is 
held forth and proclaimed in strains 
at which the very Angels cannot 
but rejoice, and which the stoutest 
heart is often unable to resist. We 
also meet with Bible Societies all 
over Germany, and in Saxony the 
Lutheran Church is at this moment 
forming a Missionary Society for 
the evangelization of the North 
American Indians. 


PROGRESS OF LIGHT IN TURKEY. 


The following remarks were 
made by Mr. Hartly, while resid- 
ing in Constantinople. 

With regard to missionary pro- 
ceedings in general, I think that 
we may consider them encourag- 
ing. Numerous opportunities pre- 
sent themselves of instructing in- 
dividuals in the truths of religion; 
and I fully expect to be employed 
in this manner, without intermis- 
sion, the whole summer. In fact 
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“ 
as the number of your acquaintan- 
ces increases daily, occasions of use- 
fulness run on almost without limit 
in so immense a city as Constanti- 
nople. These opportunities are 
more frequent among the Greeks, 
than any other body: but I am hap- 
py to inform you, that che door is 
opening for us among Roman Ca- 
tholics also, and that our books are 
received by many of them with ea- 
gerness. It is also worthy of re- 
mark, that those very books which 
are in most direct opposition to 
their Church, are received with 
the greatest pleasure; such for ex- 
ample, as “Popery a Novelty”’— 
Tillotson against Transubstantia- 
tion—Tillotson on the Necessity of 
Reading the Scriptures—* Andrew 
Dunn,” &c. [ ardently long for 


full and separate works against 
each of the principal tenets of po- 
pery: these books not only open 
men’s understandings on their own 
peculiar subject, but they induce 


them to study books more readily 
on the experimental doctrines of 
Christianity. I also hear that the 
inquiry has been made amongst 
Roman Catholics, “Why do not 
the protestants open a regular 
church in Pera? Turks, Jews, 
Greeks, Latins, all have their re- 
spective places of worship—why 
not protestants?’"—the meaning 
was, achurch for the natives of 
the country. 

These and other circumstances 
indicate that LIGHT IS SPREADING. 
Wherever, indeed, I go in the East, 
_Tfind persons who are beginning to 
see into the errors of their different 
communions. I would not, how- 
ever, have it understood, that men 
are to be met with in these coun- 
tries who know yet what it is to 
count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus our Lord I have a most en- 
couraging conviction that such 
characters will ere long be found; 
but too many, alas! we meet with, 


THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA. 
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| who, while they abandon the yoke 
of popery, do not abandon the ser- 
vice of sin; and that gigantic for- 
tress, which Satan has been erect- 
‘ing and fortifying for so many ages 
in the East, will not fall without a 
,tremendous conflict. May God 
| give grace to those of us who have 
;entered on this arduous but glori- 
| ous service, to endure hardness as 
| good soldiers of Jesus Christ—to 
Jight a good fight—and hereafter to 
join in an universal ascription— 
| Lhanks be to God, who giveth us the 
|victory through our Lord Jesus 
| Christ! 
I hear at intervals, of different 
Jews, who appear to believe in the 
| Messiah: they are however, so 
closely watched, that it is almost 
| impossible to have intercourse with 
i'them. A Jew cannot call once 
upon a missionary, without danger 
of the severest punishment. 


[From the Christian Journal. | 
THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA, 
{Continued from page 703.] 
“EPHESUS. 


“This morning we crossed the 
plain to the ruins of Ephesus. We 
surveyed with pleasure the aque- 
duct of the castle, and proceeded 
toexamine the ruins. There can 
be little doubt that the suburbs of 
Ephesus extended to Aiasaluck; 
but the principal ruins of that 
celebrated city are at present a 
mile distant. At this place we 
see chiefly the ruins of the Ma- 
'homedan town, which flourished 
for a time after the destruction of 
| the other, and nad been erected, 
|in a great measure, by the spoils 
| which it furnished. Innumerable 
/are the inscriptions which are ei- 
| ther lying about in disorder or ne- 
glect; or which are built into the 
aqueduct and the Turkish struc- 
tures. 
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“No ruin here struck me _ so 
much as the large mosque, which 
some travellers have ventured to 
suppose the church of St. Jobn.— 
The front of the building is reck- 
oned one of the finest specimens of 
Saracenic architecture; and, in the 
interior, are some stupendous co- 
lumns, which there is no reason 
to doubt once graced the celebrat- 
ed temple o! Diana. 

“I cannot describe the feelings 
which came over my mind on 
viewing the mosque, the Castle, 
and the multitude of ruins which 
are strewed on every side. What 
a scene of desolation! With the 
utmost truth and feeling has it 
been observed by a celebrated tra- 
veller—‘It is a solemn and most 
forlorn spot! And, at night, when 
the mournful cry of the jackal is 
heard on the mountain, and the 
night-hawk, and the shrill owl, 
named from its note ¢ cuvaia, are 
flitting around the ruins, the scene 
awakens the deepest sensations of 
melancholy.” I was also much 
struck to observe, how the stork 
appears at present to claim pos. 
session of these ancient edifices: 
you see this bird perching, in all 
directions, upon the summits of 
the buildings, or hovering round 
them in the air, or fixing its im- 
mense nest, like the capital of a 
column, on the large masses of ru- 
ins. As for the stork, the ruins of 
Ephesus are her house. There is 
a great peculiarity in the note of 
this bird; it reminds the hearer of 
the sound of a watchman’s rattle. 

“A large archway leading to the 
castle, is generally called the Gate 
of Persecution; from the supposi- 
tion that the sculpture attached to 
it represents the sufferings of the 
primitive Christians: it is, how- 
ever, believed, with more reason, 
that nothing else is signified than 
Achilles dragging the dead body 
of Hector behind his chariot.— 
The chief part of these figures was 








removed some time ago, and is 
said to have been sold for an im- 
mense price. 


“We spent the night in one of 
the miserable cottages which are 
scattered amidst the ruins, They 
are all tenanted by Turks; we 
found only a single Greek, who in- 
habits the village of Aiasaluck. In 
a missionary point of view, there- 
fore, Ephesus now offers no attrac- 
tions; her ancient church has van- 
ished—the candlesticd. has been 
removed—and even the Turks who 
dwell at hand are few in number. 
We heard of a Greek village at no 
great distance, containing 400 
houses; but that the number is 
overstated, there is reason to be- 


lieve from the universal preva-_ 


lence of exaggerating the popula- 
tion observable in this country.” 
“March 31, 1826.—This morn- 
ing we crossed the plain to the ru- 
ins of Ephesus. One of the first 
objects which attract notice, are 
the numerous places of burial 
which are observed on the de- 
clivity of Mount Prion; they con- 


sist of excavations in the side of 


the hill, arched with stone work. 
It is here that tradition informs us 
Timothy was buried; and it is to 
this place that superstition assigns 
the story of the Seven Sleepers.— 
We surveyed with pleasure the 
Stadium; but nothing at Ephesus 
was so interesting as the remains 
of the theatre: it was here that 
the multitude, collected by Deme- 


trius and his crafismen, excited’ 


the uproar which threw the whole 
city into confusion. The situation 
of the building affords illustration 
of that remarkable occurrence. 
The theatre, like other ancient 
structures of the same name, is 
seated on a steep declivity; the 
seats having been formed in suc- 
cessive tiers on the slope of a lof- 
ty hill, and the whole building be- 
ing open to the sky. I have no 
doubt that upward of twenty thou. 
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sand persons could have conve- 
niently seated themselves in the 
theatre of Ephesus. Before them 
they had a view of the most strik- 
ing description: across the market 
place, and at no great distance, 
they beheld that splendid temple, 
which was one of the seven won- 
ders of the world, and which was_| 
dedicated to the great goddess Di- | 
ana, whom all Asia and the world | 
worshiffied: there can be little | 
doubt that Demetrius would avail | 
himself of the sight of this splen- | 
did object to inflame to the high- 
est pitch the passions of the mul- 
titude: we may imagine their eyes | 
fixed on this famous temple, and | 
their hands directed toward it, | 
while they all, with one voice, a- | 
bout the space of two hours, cried 
out, Great is Diana of the Ephe-' 
sians! The very situation of the | 
theatre would add to the tumult: | 
on the left hand, and at no great. 
distance, are the steep and rocky 
sides of Mount Corissus, forming 
a natural and lofty rampart, which 
completely shuts out all prospect 
in that quarter; the shouts of 
twenty thousand persons striking | 
against this mountain, would be 
echoed with loud reverberations, 
and not a little augment the uproar. 
The high situation of the theatre. 
on Mount Prion, accounts also for | 
ithe ease with which such an im-| 
mense multitude was assembled: | 
from every part of Ephesus on that | 
side, the inhabitants would have a 
view of the people rushing into 
the theatre, and taking their seats | 
on that lofty elevation; and would, | 
of course, themselves run with im- | 

| 

| 





petuosity, to see and hear the cause 
of the assembly. Under these cir- | 
cumstances, it is by no means mat- | 
ter of wonder, that the attention of | 
the town clerk was excited, and | 
that he felt himself called on to in- | 
terpose his authority. 
“Contrasting the state of Ephe- | 
sus as we found it with the cir- 
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cumstances just alluded to, there 
was sufficient room for astonish- 
ment at the mighty change. The 
plough has passed over the site of 
the city; and we saw the green 
corn growing, in all directions, a- 
midst the forsaken ruins. While 
we were in the theatre, two large 
eayles perched at a small distance 
above, and seemed to gaze on us 
with wonder, as if astonished at 
the face of man: Cowper’s lines 
naturally occurred— 

‘They are so unacquainted with man, 
‘Their tameness is shocking to me.’ 


“At Ephesus yon find at present 
only one individual who bears the 
name of Christ! and where, in the 
whole region, do you find any sem- 


| blance of primitive Christianity? 


The country once favoured with 
the presence of St. Paul, of Timo- 
thy, and St. John, is now in the 
situation of those lands, of which 
it is said, Darkness covers the 
earth, and gross darkness the fieo- 
file— He, then, that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches.” 


“LAODICEA. 


The first object which attracts 
attention at Laodicea, is the great 
number of sarcophagi; in these, I 
reflected, the material part of ma- 
ny Laodicean Christians has re- 
turned, ‘earth to earth—ashes to 
ashes—dust to dust;’ their spirits 
have long since given account of 
the manner in which they availed 
themselves of the faithful admoni- 
tions of the Apocalypse. 

“The city of Laodicea was seat- 
ed on a hill of moderate height, 
but of considerable extent. Its 
ruins attest that it was large, popu- 
lous, and splendid; there are still 
to be seen an amphitheatre, a the- 
atre, an aqueduct, and many other 
buildings. But its present condi- 
tiou is in striking conformity with 
the rebuke and threatening of God. 
Not a single Christian resides at 
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Laodicea! No Turk even has a 
fixed residence on this forsaken 
spot. We only observed a few 
Turcomans, who had pitched their 
tents in the area of the amphithea- 
tre. Infidelity itself must confess, 
that the menace of the Scriptures 
has been executed. It was a sub- 
ject of interest to me, to find that 
the amphitheatre, which still re- 
mains, was built not much later 
than the time when St. John wrote 
the Apocalypse; nor could I help 
inquiring, whether theatrical a- 
musements might not have been 
one of the principal causes which 
induced the decay of spirituality 
in Laodicea: we know, from the 
passionate fondness of the ancients 
for these sports, and also from the 
powerful condemnation of them 
by the primitive fathers, that they 
must have been a source of serious 
temptation to the early Christians. 
Unhappy was the hour, when the 
youth of either sex were prevailed 
on to take their seat in these splen- 
did structures: that solid and se- 
rious felicity which the Gospel im- 
parts, would soon be expelled a- 
midst such tumultuous assemblies; 
and, with so many objects to in- 
flame the passions, and to corrupt 
the heart, there was little prospect 
that a single visit would leave the 
individual without being infected 
with a dangerous contagion. Tho’ 
circumstances are somewhat differ- 
ent in modern theatres, it is great- 
ly to be apprehended that the re- 
sults are not dissimilar: how ma- 
ny a youth, who awakened the best 
hopes, has been utterly ruined by 


199 


these entertainments! 


“PHILADELPHIA. 


“After a ride of four hours, we 
arrived gt Philadelphia. As we 
drew near, I read with much inte- 
rest the epistle (Rev. iii. 7—13) to 
that church. The town is’situated 
on a rising ground, beneath the 
snowy mountain Tmolus. The 


THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA- 739 


' where is its oil? 


? 


houses are embosomed in trees, 
which have just assumed their 
fresh, green foliage, and give a 
beautiful effect to the scene. I 
counted six minarets. We enter- 
ed through a ruined wall; massy, 
but by no means of great antiqui- 
ty. The streets are excessively 
ill paved and dirty. The tear of 
Christian pity must fall over mod- 
ern Philadelphia. Were Christ 
himself to visit it, would he not 
weep over it, as once over Jerusa- 
lem? Alas! the generation of those 
who kept the word of our Lord’s 
jratience, is gone by; and here, as 
in too many other parts of the 
Christian vineyard, it is difficult 
to discover better fruits than those 
which are afforded by briars and 
brambles! It is, indeed, an inter- 
esting circumstance to find Chris- 
tianity more flourishing here than 
in many other parts of the Turk- 
ish empire; there is still a nume- 
rous Christian population; they 
occupy three hundred houses; di- 
vine service is performed every 
Sunday in five churches; and there 
are twenty of a smaller descrip- 
tion, in which once a year the litur- 
gy is read. But though the can- 
dlestick remains, its light is ob- 
scured; the lamp still exists, but 
Where is now 
the word of our Lord’s patience? — 
It is conveyed in sounds unintelli- 
gible to those who hear: when the 
very epistle to their own church 
is read, they understand it not!— 
The word of legendary supersti- 
tion and of multifarious will-wor- 
ship is now more familiar to 
their ears. And where is the 
bright exhibition of Christian vir- 
tues?—Unhappily, the character of 
Christians in these countries will 
scarcely bear comparison with that 
of Mahomedans themselves! Ina 
word, Philadelphia has had her 
share in that utter apostacy from 
true and practical Christianity, 











i which has been the bane of the 
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east. Grievous wolves have enter- 
ed in, not sparing the flock, (Acts 
xx. 29.) There have been fa/se 
teachers among them, who /frivily 
have brought in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought 
them: and many have followed their | 
hernicious ways, by reason of whom | 
the way of truth is evil spoken of. | 
(2 Peter, ii. 1—2.) 

“The remains of antiquity at 
Philadelphia are not numerous. I 
have noticed a few beautiful sarco- 
phagi, now devoted to the purpose 
of troughs; but the ruined wall 
was probably erected by those who 
so manfully defended this city pre- 
viously to its final fall. 

“Our visit to Philadelphia was 
rendered the more interesting, by 
the circumstance of our being the 
bishop’s visitors. He pressed us 
so strongly to make bis house our 
home, that we thought it right to 
comply with his wishes, This 





circumstance gave me an opportu- 


nity of having much conversation 
with Panaretos. Many of his re- 
marks afforded us satisfaction— 
The Bible he declared to be the 
only foundation of all religious be- 
lief; and I was astonished to hear 
him say, that he knew of no other 
confession of Christian belief, than 
the creeds of the Apostles, of 
Nice, and of St. Athanasius. With 
the design of referring to Christ, 
as the only name given among men | 
by which we can be saved, I intro- 
duced a remark on the atoning ef- 
ficacy which too many appear to 
attach to fasting. ‘It is,’ he ré- 
plied, ‘the universal idea.’ After 
other remarks, distinguished for 
candour, and expressive of the 
miserable follies into which our | 
nature has plunged us,,he used | 
these decisive words—‘Abuses 
have entered into the church, 
which former ages might endure; | 
but the present must put them! 
down.’ Other topics of conversa- 
tion were, Justification by Faith, | 
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Indulgences, the Prophecies con- 
cerning Popery, and the Seventh 
General Council. Conversing on 
the last mentioned subject, I was 
surprised to find, that he did not 
know that Protestants worshipped 
God without the use of pictures. 
The Christian population he con- 
sidered to be on the increase at 
Philadelphia: in the last year there 
had been ten deaths and twenty 
marriages: the Turks, he said, 
were decreasing: a large number 
had marched for Greece, and none 
had ever returned.—In the even- 
ing we attended the metropolitan 
church; but to give atrue account 
of the sad degradation of Christian 
worship exhibited on this occa- 
sion, would be equally difficult and 
painful, We were highly pleased 
with the engaging manner of Pana- 
retos; his house, also, which is 
termed, as usual by the Greeks, 
the metropolis, exhibited a deco- 
rum highly suited to a Christian 


bishop; nor did I witness that 


fawning and perpetual kissing of 
the hand, which I have deplored 
in some other episcopal residen- 
ces. From the verandah, we had 
a view over the whole town by day; 
and, at night, we observed the il- 
luminated minarets spreading their 
light over the city, as is customa- 
rv during the Fast of Ramazan. 
“April 24, 1826.—This morning 
I visited a public school of the 
Greeks. There were present thir- 


|ty or forty children: Greek, Ro- 


maic, and Turkish, were the ob- 
jects of attention. The master 
complained, that the neglect of the 
parents was a great obstacle to im- 
provement: as soon as a child 
could write sufficiently for the pur- 
poses of commerce, he was remov- 
ed, and employéd in business. I 
am sorry to say, that here, as in 
many other Greek schools, the 
bastinado is an important append- 
age. 

“I found in this school a manu- 
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script of the Gospels upon parch- 
ment; but it is by no means ancient 
or valuable. , 

“T cannot conclude this brief ac- 
count of Philadelphia, without 
stating, from personal observation, 
the remarkable fact, that while E- 
phesus, Laodicea, and Sardis, the 
three churches which called forth 
the denunciation of displeasure on 
the part of our Lord, are now no- 
thing more than abandoned ruins, 
this church, together with Smyrna 
and Thyatira, (and this is also the 
case with Pergamos, which I have 
not yet visited,) still contain flou- 
rishing communities of Chris- 
tians. 

“The pen of a celebrated infidel 
bears witness to a circumstance 
which is worthy of notice in regard 
to Philadelphia: ‘Philadelphia, a- 
lone, has been saved by prophecy 
or courage. At a distance from 
the sea, forgotten by the emperors, 
encompassed on all sides by the 
Turks, her valiant citizens delend- 
ed her religion and fréedom above 
fourscore years; and, at length, 
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r bath adult school. 


capitulated with the proudest of! 


the Ottomans. 
colonies and churches of Asia, 
Philadelphia is still erect; a co- 
lumn ina scene of ruins.’ (Gib- 
bon’s Decline and Fall, vol. xi. ch. 
64.) It may be added, the circum- 
stance that Philadelphia is now 
called Ailah-Shehr, ‘the City of 
God,’ when viewed in connection 
with the promises made to that 
church, and especially with that of 
writing the name of the City of God 
upon its faithful members, is, to say 
the least, a singular concurrence.” 
( To be continued.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
Boschuanas.—Among the Bos- 
chuanas, a tribe about 600 miles 
north-east of Cape Town, two mis- 
sions have been established—one 
Vor. VIII.......No. 16.—96 


Among the Greek | 
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by the London Missionary Society 
at New Lattakoo, in 1817; the o- 
ther by the Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society, in 1823, ata 
town called Maquasse, near the 
Maquasse mountains. In the for- 
mer mission are two missionaries, 
Messrs. Hamilton and Moffat; and 
Mr. Hughes, an artisan. Messrs. 
Hodgson and Archbell compose 
the mission at Maquasse. 


New Lattakoo—Mr. Moffat is 
able to address the natives in their 
own language, which he found of 
very difficult acquisition; but the 
congregations have not yet become 
large. The females are apparent- 
ly more attached to their national 
superstitions than the males, and 








use their influence to prevent the 
'men from attending on the instruc- 
tions of the missionaries, who are, 
therefore, induced to visit the peo- 
_ple the more frequently at their 
_ houses for the purpose of religious 
‘conversation. They also hold a 
'catechetical meeting, and have es- 
tablished a day school, and a Sab- 
The decline of 
prejudices among the natives is 
evinced by the abandonment, from 
time to time, of customs inimical 
to moral and social improvement. 
Elementary books have been pre- 
pared in the language of the Bos- 
chuanas, and sent to England to be 
printed. 
| Magquasse.—This mission was 
broken up, some time since, by the 
_invasion of the Mantatees and o- 
_therinterior tribes. Messrs. Hodg- 
son and Archbell, however, pro- 
ceeded to re-establish it as soon af- 
terwards as possible. It was while 
they were on their return to Ma- 
quasse for this purpose, in May of 
the last year, that Mr. Hodgson 
wrote the journal, of which the fol- 
lowing are extracts. The journal 
is found in the Wesleyan Mission- 
ary Notices. The extracts afford 
an illustration of some of the dan- 
gers voluntarily and cheerfully en- 
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countered by missionaries in the 
pursuit of their benevolent object. 

May 17th, 1826.—We drove two 
lions from some reeds to a distance, 
but were notwithstanding troubled 
with them at an early hour in the 
night; and a considerable part of 
the cattle was driven from the 
wagons. One cow was killed not 
far from us; and we had the morti- 
fication of hearing the lions devour 
her, while with gunsand fire-brands 
we approached as near as was pru- 
dent, without being able to drive 
them from their prey. 

19th. —Soon after we had retired 
to rest last night, the sheep-fold 
was visited by some wild animals, 
and upon looking out of the wagon 
I observed a lion leap over the 
bushes with a lamb in his mouth, 
within a few yards of me. Upon 
examining the fold, a goat anda 
lamb, were found killed, another 
nearly dead, and two sheep sv 
much bitten, as to render it neces- 
sary to kill them also. While 
holding watch, I walked behind 
the wagon to see if I could discern 
the destroyer, when a lion alarmed 
me by growling behind the bush 
near to which | stood. 

20th.—Though we sat up last 
night to guard the cattle against 
wild beasts, we were unable to pre- 
vent the lions from driving off 
nearly the whole of them. I set 
off early with some of the men in 
search of the lost cattle, and after 
riding three hours, most of them 
were found; and the remainder, ex- 
cept one heifer which the lions 
had killed, were brought by the 
cattle watcher and some Bushmen 
whom we sent in search. 

Upon reaching the place where 
had been a flourishing station but 
a little while previous, Mr. Hodg- 
son thus describes the dishearten- 
ing circumstances, under which 
they commenced is re establish- 
ment. 

Aug. 6th. We reached Maquas- 





: f) ' 


UTH AFRICA. 





Ne 7 4 


tj 


} , 


yr ain 


“i ‘ 


. 


NOV 


se in the afternoon, with mixed 
feelings of pleasure and pain; plea- 
sure, at the prospect of. being join- 
ed in afew days by Sifonello and 
his people, and of being able to 
re-commence the station; and pain 
from bebolding the ruin which ap- 
peared. As I rode through the 


old town, I was grieved to see such 


marks of desolation. Most of the 
houses which I had left occupied 
by inhabitants, living together in 
peace, were burnt down; the folds 
ifor the cattle, gardens, &c. des- 
troyed; here a broken pot, and 
there a broken spoon, &c., indicat- 
ed the haste with which the Boro- 
longs had deserted their residence. 
The remembrance of past events 
was painful; and the people having 
burnt all the grass in expectation 
of rain, the mountains and the val- 
ley in which we had lived, present- 
,ed a most dismal appearance.— 
Arriving at my former residence, 
I was pained to see brother Broad- 
bent’s house entire'y destroyed, the 
hedge of our gardens burnt, and a 
remnant of Dr, Clark’s Commen- 
tary, with detached parts of other 
valuable publications, as well as 
various pieces of household furni- 
ture, scattered about, and all ren- 








dered useless. ‘The interpreter ri- 
| diculed the idea of forming a mis- 
| sion station here; his wife sarcasti- 
cally remarked, we must immedi- 
ately travel to seek water; and the 
remainder of the people were sunk 
‘in silent astonishment and dissatis- 
| faction, while brother Archbell a- 
lone appeared to have hope, and 
| spirit to check the murmurings of 
‘the people. Indeed appearances 
| were such as would have depressed 


me much, had I not had experience 
of the resources of the station as to 
| grass and water. 
| Sifonelio is the chief of Maquas- 
| se, and afriend of the missionaries. 
| Mr. Archbel! took with him a press 
‘and type from the Cape, and anel- 
'ementary been 


schoo!-book has 

























printed since the mission was re- 
sumed. It isin the Sichuan lan- 
guage, with the Roman character 
—bears the impress “Maquasse, 
1826”—and is the first book ever 
printed in that language, or coun- 
try.—[ Missionary Herald. 
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Female Auxiliary Education Society: in 
Beaufort, S. C. per the Rev. Joseph R. 
Walker, : - - «= $57 50 

A Gentleman of New York, - 50 

John P. Smith, Esq. of Louisville, 

Kentucky, per James C. Dunn; 

being a: balance directed to be 

so appropriated, after settling. 

certain subscriptions to the Ke- 

pertory, : - : : 4 50 


—— 
For the Repertory. % 


THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL OF  VIR- 
GINIA. 


herd Rae a 
— — 


The Memoir of the Rev. Dr. Wilmer 
is unavoidably deferred until the com- 


The friends of this Institution 


Lee ae oS 


ry next: 


sence of the Secretary. 


tions of our readers will be gratified, 


ee ee ae cee 
_—— 


SOCIETY. 


Society: 


dria, by Mrs. Thompson,” - $55 
Hon. Wm. Jay, of Bedford, New- 
York, per Rev. R. Keith, - 50 


Female Auxiliary Society, Fau- 
quier county, Va. per Mrs. Hor- 
ner, - - - - - 20 

Per Mr. Adams:* 

Zachariah Berry, Esq. of Prince 
Georges county, Maryland, - 10 

Major S. Harwood, Ann Arundel 
county, Maryland, - - 2 

Saml. Hamilton of do. - we 


From a Lady, per Rev. R. Keith, 10 


as the definite objects are known. 
CHARLES PAGE, Tr. 


been received: 


The notice of the proceedings of the 
Anniversary Meeting of the Education 
Society, is necessarily postponed until 
our next No. in consequence of the ab- 


We had expected the melancholy satis- 
faction of presenting to our readers, in | 
the present number, an Obituary of our | 
lamented Diocesan, Bishop Kemp; but 
not having been furnished’ with one as 
we had anicipated, it is hoped that in 
our next, our wishes and the expecta- 


DONATIONS TO THE EDUCATION 


The following sums of money have 
been recently received for the Education 


Female Auxiliary Society of Alexan- 


From a Gentleman in Annapolis, 2 50 


* Other donations were received, and 
will be mentioned by Mr. Adams as soon 


The following contributions have also 





mencement of the New Series, in Janua- will be gratified to learn, that the: 


Professors aud Students are now 
about to enter upon their duties: 
and studies in the establishment 
near Alexandria. It will be re- 
membered, that in the month of 


|| June last, the Trustees purchased! 


a small farm containing about six- 
ty acres of land, with a comforta- 
ble dwelling house, and ‘all necessa- 
ry out-houses and improvements 
fora family. It. was aiso name 
mined to erect, without delay, a 
plain brick building, to: contain 
twelve rooms, for the residence of 
Students. That house is now suf- 
ficiently completed to receive the 
Students; only wanting the outer 
coats of plaster. The basement 
story has also been finished, and 
so divided as to answer the pur- 
pose of lecture-room and dining- 
hall, until a separate building can 
be erected more convenient for 
such objects. 

Twenty Students can be accom- 
modated; and-as many, it is be- 
lieved, are expected. ‘lwo Pro- 
fessors, the Rev. Mr. Keith, and 
the Rev. Mr. Lippitt, are prepared 
to afford their services and instruc- 
tions. 

The expenses already incurred, 
in the purchase of the farm and the 

erection of the building, somewhat 
exceed eight thousand dollars,— 
Other buildings and improve- 





ments, costing not less than foug 
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thousand dollars, are required to 
complete the establishment. 

The following subscriptions, ob- 
tained during the last summer, 
show the disposition of the friends 
of the Seminary to carry this good 
design into full execution. 

But it is proper that all who are 
interested in this Institution, should 
be candidly informed of what is 
actually necessary to its permanent 
establighment. Two Professors 
are absolutely necessary. An en- 
dowment of fifteen thousand dol 
lars for each, is necessary for their 
support. Our funded capital is 
not yet sufficient for one; afew 
thousand’ dollars are yet wanting 
to complete it. The whole of the 
second Professorship is yet to be 
raised. Trusting to that good 
Providence which has_ hitherto 


blessed their feeble exertions so 
much beyond their deservings, it 
becomes the friends of the Institu- 
tion to proceed to the use of the 
proper means of accomplishing 


this great object. 
A plan will be prepared for the 


next Repertory, by which it is hop- || 
ed and believed, the friends of the | 
Institution, in all parts of our! 


Church, will be induced to render || F. 8. Key, Esq (cash) : 


their aid towards it. 


Subscriptions for the purpose of paying 
for the Farm and Buildings of the The- 
ological School near Alexandria. 

John Gray, of Travellers Rest, when 
wanted, - - $300 

Rev. Wm. Meade, D. D. in three an- 
nual instalments, ° 300 

Reuel Keith, D. D. dei 300 
FE. R. Lippitt, do. 300 

John Hoff, Esq. of Alexandria, do. 100 

John Nelson, Esq. of Mecklenburg, 100 

Hon. Hugh Nelson, of Albemarle, 100 

Sally Falcin, of Surry, - - 100 

Dr. Humphrey Peake, - - 100 

R. P. Warring, Esq. - - 400 

Rev. John Grammer, Jr. - - 100 


Hf. N. Gray, in three instalments, 300, 


—— Ethan Allen, do. 150 
Hon. Hugh Mercer, - 50 
Philip Nelson, 1 share of Road Stock, 70 
Robert Page, Senr. - - - 30 

















Sally W. Page, - 

Mary Meade, - 

Elizabeth Roots, - 

Dr. Carter Berkley, 

Mary I. Page, - 

Lucinda W. Washington, : 

Dr. Selden of Leesburg, ‘ 

Armstead Alexander, (cash) - 

Thomas Turner, of Fauquier, 

Rev. Wm. Jackson, - : 

Dorothy Walker, of Petersburg, - 

Julia Avery, - - - 

Thomas F Nelson, 60 bushels of wheat. 

Allen Williams, 30 bushels of wheat. 

Lewis Berkley, lmeaanids in three pay- 
ments, - - 300 

Odin G, Clay, . - - 50 

A. S. Henry, - - 20 

Charlotte Alexander, $ 

Mrs. Alexander, - - 5 

Joseph Wilson, - - - 10 

Rev. Nicholas H. Ce! in two pay- 
ments, - 

Ebenezer Hepburn, - 


| Samuel Read, - 
| Wm. G. Bead, a boy, - 
William Jay, Esq. - a 
| Hon. David Buel, of Troy, (paid) 20 


Hon James S, Morsell, . - $00 
William G Ridgely, Esq. - 30 


| Edmund Berkley, - - - 50 
| Rev. Benjamin Allen, - « = 
| Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, in four an- 


nual payments, - - 100 
Re sponsible, also, for $400 more, 400 
Clement Brooke, intwo payments, 50 


| Rev. Charles P. Mcllvaine, in four 


annual payments, - 


W. A. Smallwood, - 

William Norris, (cash) - 

Rev. John Johns, - 
William Hawley, 
George Lemmon, 
James Milnor, D. D. 
William D. Cairns, - 


| ‘ pe - 
Mrs. Smith, of Dumfries, Va. - 


Hugh Smith, Esq. of Alexandria, 20 
$5,590 

Other subscriptions and assuran- 
ces, to the amount of about two 


thousand dollars, have been obtain- 
'ed, but the lists of names have not 
| yet been furnished. 


At the late meeting of the Edu- 
cation Society in Georgetown, the 
following persons pledged them- 
selves to collect from their friends 
the sums annexed to their names, 


ere ae 


Lente 1m ttt ALAR me Ce Rta: ie ET EE 











1827. 


within three months, for the imme- 

diate use of the Institution. 

Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw, - 

F. S. Key, Esq. - - - 100 

Rev. Charles P. McIlvaine, _ 100 

Sutherland Douglass, 25 
November 5, 1827. 
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AMERICAN HOME MISSIONS. 


INPFEKESTING FACT. 

The following is from the communica- 
tion of a clergyman who writes for a Mis- 
sionary to be sent to the place referred to 
in this extract. 

A settlement was commenced 
at S- , some ten vears ago, by 
emigrants from various sections of 
our country, but the largest num- 
ber, it is believed, were from New 
England, many of whom were men 
of intelligence and active industry. 
The brown forest soon retired be- 
fore them, and gave place to culti- 
vated’fields and comfortable dwell- 
ings. There was not a single pro- 
fessing Christian among them, and 
nearly or quite all had embraced 
Deistical sentiments, and manifest- 
ed a disposition to shut out the 
Gospel from their settlement.— 
They frequently met for the sole 
purpose of strengthening each 
other in these sentiments. No- 
thing, for a time seemed to disturb 
their repose. But,behold the sove- 
reignty of God! It was suggest- 
ed by one of their number, as their 
meetings had been rather dull, “to 
appoint some one to take the part 
of the Christian.” The plan was 
approved, and the duty assigned to 
my informant. He undertook their 
defence. It was necessary that he 
should have a Bible, and also that 
he should read it. But to use’his 
ownexpression, he “thought Chris- 
tianity would be the last thing he 
would ever embrace.” He was 
first delighted, then astonished, 
then alarmed, with his own reason- 
ing. He continued to read, ahd 
soon found evidence of the truth of 
Christianity which his conscience 
could no longer resist. He was 
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humbled before God, and soon af- 
ter rejoicing in hope of his mercy; 
and set himself in good earnest to 
convince his neighbours of their 
lost condition. His laboufs have 
been blessed. A little church is 
there organized, but they have no 
one to break to them the bread of 
life. What Missionary would not 


be willing to enter a field like this? 


From a Clergyman in St. Lawrence Co.. 
WM. Y. October 10, 1827. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—My labors 
in preaching the word and in ex- 
hortation from house to house, are 
abundant; certainly as much so, as 
my own personal improvement, 
and preparation for fermanent use- 
fulness, will permit They are ne- 
cessarily so, from the length and 
breadth of this moral wilderness. 
lam inclined to think that you can- 
not be aware of the alarming des- 
titution of ministers in this vicini- 
ty. Let this be the centre; take a 
radius of twenty-five miles and des- 
cribe a circle; aud 1 know of but 
one settled Presbyterian minister, 
not one Baptist, and scarcely any 
Methodist itinerants. You may be 
ready to inquire whether there are 
many inhabitants in this compass! 
There are thousands. Have we 
any churches? there are quite a 
number; all able and anxious to do 
something. ‘Take a single illustra- 
tive fact. But just now a Deacon 


| of one of our churches’ Called on 


me, saying, that within a few weeks 
he had buried three relatives, and 
it was with difficulty he obtained 
any minister to perform the fune- 
ral service; and then added, “A part 
of my farm is dedicated to the sup- 
port of the Gospel, and nothing 
else.” As he told the desolations 
of Zion, his heart was affected— 
his tears flowed freely. This mul 
titude, notwithstanding this lamen- 
table destitution, their poverty and 
wickedness, could resolve to supply 
their destitute with the written 
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Word of God, but they cannot 
fireach it. Such is the field in the 
midst of which I am situated. It 
is this destitution which nearly de- 
prives me of ministerial counsel, 
and greatly increases my labours. 
It imperionsly forbids that I should | 
wholiy confine myself within my | 
own parish. From without, there 
are many calls, which humanity, 
not to say religion, requires should 
be answered. Can nothing, shall 
nothing be done? 

My Parish Sabbath School con- 
sists of one hundred and twenty 
scholars. It has been attended 
with increasing interest and profit. 
Members of the Churches have | 
been affected with the awful profa- | 
nation of the Sabbath and general 
wickedness of neighborhoods he- | 
yond the limits of the Society, they | 
have by great exertion established | 
three or four Sabbath Schools, con- 
taining from fifteen to thirty schol- | 
ars. You are already aware that a 
benevolent individual has engaged 
that all the destitute in the Sabbath 
Schools of the County shall be 
supplied with the New Testament. 
This is as it should be. 

The Monthly Concert is regular. | 
iy observed. Our congregation on | 
the Sabbath is gradually increasing | 
innuwbers. Our house of worship | | 
which is rather small, is ordinarily | 
quite well filled with truly attentive || 
hearers. Weare no longer favour- | 
ed with the special operations of 
the divine Spirit, but the people 
appear to be forming a habit of re- 
gular attendance on the means of 
grace. This, of itself, is an impor- 
tant object. Still, there are some, 
whose constant prayer is, *O Lord 
revive thy work.” 





{ 
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VERMONT SOCIETY LANDS. 
The case of the People against | 
the Society for the propagation of 
the Gospel in foreign parts, was 


VERMONT SOCIETY LANDS, &C. 


| 


NOV. 


Rutland, in favour of the defend- 
ants. 

It will be recollected by our 
readers, that the subject to which 
the preceding decision relates, is 
one which has excited the attention 
of the people ot this state. Much 
money had been spent on the part 
of the people, to obtain possession 
of what is called “Society Lands,” 
some of which, we believe, are lo- 
cated in almost every town in the 
state. The money arising from 
these lots has been appropriated 
for the support of common schools 
in the towns in which they lay. 
The Agent of the Episcopal Church 
in this country, a few years since, 
commenced a prosecution against 
the state to recover these lands. 
This prosecution terminated— 
against the state. The state ap- 
pealed from this decision, or com- 
| menced a new action in the Circuit 
| Court. An Agent on the part of 





|| the state was appointed by the last 


Legislature to carry on the suit in 
behalf of the people. A final de- 
| cision has now been made on the 
| lands in dispute, and the rents aris- 
ing from them will in future go to 
the Agents of the Society, and be 
appropriated for the support of the 
Gospel in this state. As the peo- 
ple have had a fair opportunity to 
make known their claims to these 
| lands, they will, we think, acquiesce 
in the decision which has been 
| given. Law suits are always un- 
pleasant, and in their issue the 
| hopes of many are not unfrequently 
disappointed.—WVat, Standard. 
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Consecration of the Rev. Henry W. 
Cuderdonk, D. D. 


On Thursday, October, 25th in 
Christ Church, Philadelphia, the 
Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, D. D., 
who at the annual convention of 
the diocess of Pennsylvania, in 
May last, had been elected to as- 
sist the venerable bishon of tha’ 





Jecided at the last Circuit Court at 
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diocess in his episcopal duties, and 
succeed him in case of a survivor- 
ship, was consecrated a bishop, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop White of 
Pennsylvania; the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop Hobart, of New York; the 
Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, of Mary- 
land; the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, 
of New Jersey; and the Right Rev. 
Bishop Bowen, of South Carolina, 
being present and assisting. The 
morning prayer was read by the 
Rev. James Abercrombie, D. D., 
senior assistant minister of Christ 
Church, St. Peter’s, and St. James’, 
Philadelphia; and the Rev. Benja- 
min T. Onderdonk, D. D. an assis- 
tant minister of Trinity Church, 
New York; and the sermon preach- 
ed by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart. 


ORDINATION. 

On Tuesday, October 16, at the open- 
‘ing of the New-York Convention, the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Hobart held an ordination, 
when the following Deacons were admit- 
ted to the holy order of Priests, viz: the 
Rev. John A. Clark, Missionary at Palmy- 
ra, Wayne county, and parts adjacent; 
the Rev. John M‘Carty, Missionary at Os- 
wego, Oswego county, and parts adja- 
cent; and the Rev. William M. Weber, 
M. D. Missionary at Waterloo and Vien- 
na, Seneca county. 


ete ea 
—_——_——- 


TESTIMONY OF AN ATHEIST RE- 
JECTED. 

In a case before the Superior 
Court, now in session in this city, 
His Honour Judge Daggett on the 
bench, after a witness had given 
his testimony, it was objected that 
he denied the existence of the Su 
preme Being, and the future ex- 
istence of the soul. Proof having 
been brought to substantiate the 
objection, the Judge informed the 
Jury that they must lay aside the 
testimony of the witness in the 
case; for though he would not rule 
out the evidence of a witness for 
holding religious sentiments dif- 
ferent from the mass of the com- 
munity—much less for holding dif- 
ferent religious sentiments from 
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his own—he could not sit and hear 
a witness professing to testify un- 
der the sanction of an appeal to 
the Searcher of Hearts, when the 
very existence of such a Being 
was denied by the witness. 

| Conn. Obs. 


.— —- —-~ 


OBITUARY. 

Diep,—At Edgewood, Hanover 
County, Va., on Monday, the 8th 
of October, Mr. Lewis W. Tay or, 
aged 36 vears. : 

Mr. Taylor had been for several 
years a devout member of the Epis- 
copal Church. He became such, 
after much earnest enquiry after 
divine truth. That with him 
“profession was principle,” we 
have the most satisfactory assur- 
ance. In his exemplary and blame- 
less life, there is enjoyed the strong- 
est proof of his sincerity. With 
him, religion was an active and 
operative principle, showing its 
vitality and energy in his daily 
walk and conversation. And, giv- 
ing a heavenly bias’ to his affec- 
tions, words, and actions, it also 
proved a source of genuine peace 
to his mind. Jesus Christ was 
made of God unto him, not only 
“wisdom and righteousness, but 
sanctification and redemption.”— 
Religion prevailed not only in his 
judgment, but in his heart; com- 
municating not only light to his 
mind, but warmth and purity to 
his affections. 

As affording a grateful evidence 
of his gracious state, and of, the 
covenant faithfulness of the living 
Head of the Church, the following 
account of the dying hours of our 
departed brother is given. It. is 
from the pen of one who, in his 
professional capacity, attended him 
in his last sickness. 

“Our friend died in the fullest 
hope of the redemption which a- 
lone rescues from the wages of 
sin. He- enjoyed the gracious 
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blessing of a full possession of all 
his mental powers until within an 
hour of his decease. Sometime 
in the forenoon, I went in to see 
him, and observed a great altera 
tion in his countenance, which had 
assumed a deathlike appearance. 
He spoke to me about some liitle 
matters of business, that it might 
be well for me to be informed of, 
and with a distinct allusion to his 
death, as an event which he knew 
was at hand, and which had no 
terrors for him. A few days be- 
fore, he had felt some doubts, and 
expressed some fears that Christ 
had forsaken him; but these were 
soon dissipated, nor did they ever 
disturb him afterwards. Between 
5 and 7 o’clock, P. M., while sit- 
ting up, dressed, in the easy chair, 
he began in a louder and more 
distinct voice than usual, to press 


upon all around him the necessity 
of seeking religion, as the only 
thing that could support them in 


the hour of death. He first ad- 
dressed , in the most 
earnest and affectionate manner, 
entreating her to prepare to meet 
her God; saying, unless she were 











OBITUARY OF L. W. TAYLOR. 


do it.” He then spoke to ———., 
; told them how 
much he loved them all, and en- 
treated them to prepare to meet 
their God; and in the same earnest 
mauner, urged on them, as he did 
on all, the necessity of being ‘born 
again.’ He entreated 
to become a minister of the Gos- 
pel, and prayed that he might be 
an able and faithful one. He call- 
ed upon his brother several 








| times, and wished much to see him. 
| He spoke to almost every one pre- 
| sent; begged them to strive to en- 
_ter Heaven, and by Christ alone— 


‘whoever attempts to enter in any 


| other way, is a thief and a robber, 


and can never be admitted.’—At 
last, he took my hand, as I sat be- 
side him, and said, ‘when shall we 
meet tm Heaven?’ I answered, 
‘when it pleases God.’ ‘Oh!’ he 
replied, ‘it will be a joyful meeting 
indeed;’ and concluded with a 
short prayer for the salvation of 
every one, and our final meeting in 
Heaven, through Jesus Christ.— 
Rev. Mr. Cooke, at his request, ad- 
ded a short and affecting prayer. 
He then desired to be put to bed. 


He shook hands with some of the 
| eawenta, whom he had asked for, 
_and told them he was not able to 
speak any more. He soon fell 
asleep, to awake no more. in this 
world. He breathed easily, but 
| with a moaning noise at every ex- 
piration, for about an hour; and 
then, his breathing and pulse ceas- 
| ing nearly together, his soul, with- 
out a mortal struggle, left its earth- 
ly tenement; leaving us all possess- 
,ed of the fullest hope and belief, 
‘that to him to die, was indeed the 
| greatest gain. 
| Onthe 10th, a long train of rela- 
‘tions, and friends, and neighbour- 
hood servants, attended his re- 
mains to Amwell, where they rest 
|in the family burying ground, with 
-an assured hope -of the resurrec- 
| tion of the b dead. 


‘born again,’ she could not meet 
Him in peace. He called his lit- 
tle son Edmund, and putting his 
hand upon his head, prayed for 
him, and commended him to God, 
and the care and instruction of his 
mother and friends, to be brought 
up in the fear of the Lord. He 
then addressed , tak- |! 
ing his hand; and reminding him 
of the affectionate manner in which 
they had spent their tender years, 
begged him to strive for the new- 
birth;—‘you know Christ says, 
Verily, verily, ye must be born a- 
gain.’ He addressed ’ 
and exhorted him to seek God in 
secret prayer, and strive for a 
change of heart; ‘I know you al- 
ways attend family worship, but 
this won’t do; you must pray in 
private; do you do so? promise to 














